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INTRODUCTION

Vladimir Putin speaks at the exhibition to mark the RT (Russia Today) television channel’s
10th anniversary (2015). Photo: /ritzau/Sputnik/Michael Klimentyev.

What is true in the news?

This report has been written in 2016-17. It analyses events that filled media in 2016 -
the year of the Olympic Games in Rio, and the World Anti-Doping Association (WADA)
sponsored McLaren report confirming Russian State manipulation of the doping control
process in relation to the Sochi Winter Olympics in 2014.

2016 was the year that the Oxford Dictionary singled out 'post-truth’ as the Word of the
Year. 2016 was also the year that Donald Trump was elected President of the US in a
campaign where he continually lambasted journalists and the media, using social media
as his platform rather than open press conferences. Unable to get to Trump, newspapers
and TV stations tried to nail him by applying judicious fact-checking. But despite finding
a multitude of inaccuracies and outright lies in the Trump’s speeches and presentations,
traditional media seem to have made little impression on his supporters. They
apparently share Trump’s mistrust of the “liberal media”.


http://www.visualrian.com/search/?query=Michael Klimentyev&area=author

Experts explain this phenomenon as an effect of the Internet and social media, which
tend to form ’filter bubbles’. Algorithms used by the dominating players like Google and
Facebook pick up your opinion preferences and direct you to similar sites on the
Internet. Wittingly or unwittingly, you become part of a community of people with
similar views and similar aversions to opposing views or information that runs contrary
to your beliefs.

In this media climate, it becomes increasingly difficult to find universal truths, held by
an overwhelming majority of people. On the contrary, it is now easier than ever to
spread doubt even about well-documented events or scientific findings. With the speed
of publication and almost instant dispersal throughout the web, it is easy to spread
totally false stories and make them take hold, at least for a period, particularly among
those who distrust conventional media.

With this study, we want to offer food for discussion, by looking at some of the
mechanisms of this 'battle of truths’. The geographical area covered by this study is the
Russian North-West (from Kaliningrad in the South to Arkhangelsk and Murmansk in
the North), the three Baltic states and the five Nordic countries. The object of the study
is to find out whether there is actually a 'battle of truths’, an information war between
media outlets targeted at Russian speakers in these countries; and if so, by what means
this war is fought.

At the outset, we were looking at a wide range of possible subjects to study - from social
issues and migration to international conflict areas, such as the Ukraine, Crimea or Syria.
Unexpectedly, circumstances offered a topic that seemed to have all the ingredients we
were looking for: the question of doping and the Olympic Games. This subject is covered
broadly by almost all media; it is controversial and journalistically challenging; it
involves politics and emotions, with a high dose of national pride at stake.

It is not the object of this study to take sides on the issue of whether there is, or has
been, a state sponsored doping program in Russia. Our research has been focused on the
content in Russian language media in the various countries, on the methods used to
describe the doping story, on the language and on the general tone of articles written on
the subject. For practical reasons, the study is based solely on journalistic material
published on the web by the various media outlets. It was not possible to acquire
printed material or listen to broadcasts within the given time frame for the study.

Historical context
Some historical context is essential for us to understand the situation within the Russian
media world today and the state of Russian journalism. Since our study covers Russia,



the Nordic countries and the Baltics, | will offer a brief historical overview to explain
how journalistic traditions have developed differently in the region of our study.

When Tsar Peter 1 in 1702 founded Russia’s first newspaper, Vedomosti, his intention
was to use it as a propaganda weapon against Sweden in the period of the so-called
Nordic Wars. He put great emphasis on this new tool, much needed to explain to his
subjects the reasons for waging war against his chief rival in the power struggle for
control over the Baltic Sea. There is evidence that some of the early articles in the paper
were dictated by the Tsar himself. | mention this not in a vain effort to prove that history
repeats itself - which it doesn’t - but as a reminder that journalistic traditions have
specific roots in different countries.

In Russia, subsequent Emperors all kept strict control over the printed word, sometimes
deciding personally on whether to allow a text to be published. Censorship played an
important role in Imperial Russia and was lifted only briefly by the revolutionary
successors in the 1920’s. For most of the Soviet period, until the event of Gorbachev’s
glasnost reforms in the late 1980s, newspapers and journals were used for party
propaganda and censors had the right to interfere in all spheres of journalism.

The Kingdom of Sweden went in the opposite direction with the enactment of the
world’s first law on freedom of speech in 1766, at a time when Finland was also under
the Swedish crown. Since then censorship of journalistic material has been implemented
in Sweden and Finland only during WWII. After the war, journalistic traditions in all
Nordic countries have developed in an atmosphere of transparency and self-regulation,
allowing for the expression of a wide variety of opinions, based on competition and
diversity in the ownership of media. Direct government interference in media content
has been minimal.

The modern era

With the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, Russian journalists were freed from the
shackles of censorship. At the same time, harsh commercial realities made life difficult
for all kinds of journalism, albeit in a new way. The public demand for printed news was
not strong enough to support privately owned newspapers, when their circulation
dropped drastically and there was no government funding. The advertising market
developed slowly. Only a few national media brands survived and became economically
independent.

The 90s saw, however, a considerable improvement of the diversity and transparency in
Russian journalism. At the same time, there were few publications with a purely
publicist agenda. Media outlets were to a large extent used as weapons for owners or
interest groups in an increasingly fragmented society. Many media consumers came to



view journalism as a corrupt propaganda arm of an unfettered capitalist society, or at
least for certain interest groups in that society.

When Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin came into power in 2000, a notable shift started
toward increased government control over media. The main focus was nationwide
television and radio, which were gradually taken over by the state-owned company
Gazprom Media (gazprom-media.com). Russian media consumers rely to a large extent
on television for national and international news and all national broadcasts now follow
a strict pro-government policy.

Instead of direct censorship, the Russian government has used administrative measures
to 'punish’ privately owned media outlets, if they publish material strongly critical of the
Russian government policy or President Putin himself. Media outlets have been subject
to rather brutal tax reviews or other control measures. In 2008 the newspaper
Moskovskiy Korrespondent was forced to close down after publishing unconfirmed,
intimate details of the President’s private life.

Foreign owned media never played a significant role on the Russian media market, but
they were none the less targeted by a law enacted in 2015, barring all non-Russian
owners from having more than a 20 percent stake in any Russian publication. As a result
of this law, leading Scandinavian media houses like Egmont, Bonniers and Sanoma have
now sold their shares and left the Russian media market.

In the Nordic and Baltic media market, the development has gone in the opposite
direction, with major media groups branching out regionally and across borders over
the last decades. For this reason and with new technical challenges facing the media
world, journalistic standards tend to converge. Major media platforms have distanced
themselves from being too closely associated with a specific political party or ideology.

The new standard is a fairly clear distinction between opinionated material (editorials
and personal columns) and purely journalistic material (news, reportage, investigative
reports). There is a clear tendency towards cross-media cooperation, which in many
cases is an economic necessity to create enough interesting content for publication 24 /7
in the ever more digital media world.

Social media

The latest significant challenge to the world of traditional media is the impact of social
media. This is true in Russia, as well as in the Baltic and Nordic countries. Social media
constitute a parallel universe, where journalistic material is dispersed together with
other information that can be anything from accurate witness accounts to
unsubstantiated rumours or intentional disinformation.



Social media also interact with the information flow in traditional media. More or less
organized campaigns of comments can influence the credibility of news reports.
Independent Russian publications are at times bombarded by paid 'net trolls’, who will
question their journalistic material as “un-patriotic” or “foreign propaganda”.
Traditional media in the Nordic countries likewise have their credibility challenged,
mostly for being “too mainstream” or “afraid to tell the truth”.

There is also an economic aspect of social media. The ’click economy’, where advertising
revenue is calculated from the number of clicks on a webpage or news item, has a direct
effect on how news is valued and displayed on the net. The ’click factor’ probably
generated more publicity for Donald Trump, even in traditional media around the world,
than he would have gotten from a series of press conferences. Readers, listeners and
viewers are attracted to Trump as a character, not only because they are supporters, but
also because he is a controversial figure.

The battle of truths

When we look at the struggle waged within Russian language media in our study, all
these factors enter into the equation: journalistic traditions, the current media climate,
the impact of social media. There is an obvious correlation between ownership and
independent reporting. The stronger a publishing house is economically, the more
independence it can afford to show in its material. Media controlled by a state-owned
company or dependent on local government or state funding are either directly forced to
toe the line or will at least be reluctant to publish material that could be seen as critical
of the authorities.

In the regions covered by this study, there are few really strong, independent media
houses. Even fewer since the foreign media owners left the market in 2015 and 2016.
Local newspapers and news sites in North West Russia typically tend to depend on
subsidies by local governments or business interests. Russian language media in the
Baltic countries are to a large extent run by Russian media houses, in some cases
directly or indirectly owned by the Russian state. They tend to play a leading role in
promoting Moscow’s policies and Russia’s interest as seen by the present Russian
leadership. These leading patriotic Russian media also target the Russian speaking
population in the Nordic countries, where there are very few alternative sources of
information in Russian.

It is our belief that the doping story is a vivid illustration of this on-going battle for the
truth in media. There is no evidence that journalists are directed centrally by
government policy, but the treatment of the news around the McLaren report and the
Olympic Games is a logical effect of the present media situation in Russia. It is also an
illustration of a real battle going on for the hearts and minds of Russians living in the



Baltics, Finland and Scandinavia. To a lesser extent, there is also an effort to influence
the majority population in these countries, but since this study is limited to Russian
language media, this does not enter into our analysis.
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CASE STUDY

Methodology — step by step

To begin with, let us outline the basic ideas behind the monitoring, collection, and
selection of samples for the case analysis. All items were chosen from Russian language
news-outlets in NW Russia, the Baltic countries and Finland. We have sampled only fully
digital media outlets, some with printed editions or available in print supplemented
with online news-sites. We have met certain challenges and considerations in the
selection of cases since the media landscapes in Russia, the Baltics and the Nordic
countries represent quite disparate world-views and media traditions. The report’s
primary objective was to find some common ground and a common subject for carrying
out research in the field of news-coverage within these fragmented media spheres.

- WORLD
== ANTI-DOPING
AGENCY

Professor Richard McLaren, investigator and report author for WADA addresses his findings
on Russian state-sponsored doping systems (2017). Photo: /ritzau/AP/Valentin Flauraud.

Rio Olympics and WADA report

The 2016 Olympic Games (OG) in Rio de Janeiro August 5-21, the Paralympic Games
(PG) in the same city September 7-18, the World Anti-Doping Association (WADA)
sponsored McLaren report and the ensuing suspected doping-scandal are topics that
were widely covered in local, regional and national media. It was also clear that views on
these topics would obviously differ between Russian media and media in the West. We
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therefore decided that this would serve as an excellent example and offer a wide
representation of conflicting positions, arguments, interpretations, genres and methods
of influencing the public - all in a short period of time.

Research period

The research and monitoring period was limited to July 17 - September 20, 2016. This
period provides a framework that aligns with the first reactions on the McLaren report
and stops a few days after the Paralympic Games have ended. The period provided a
wide variety of representations in digital news-coverage; articles, opinions, videos and
views from selected (mapped) outlets. For complete list of media outlets covered by this
study, see Part 2: Media Mapping.

Timeline of events during the research period

July

18: WADA publishes McLaren'’s investigative report. WADA states: Independent
Investigation confirms Russian State manipulation of the doping control process (in
relation to the Sochi Winter Olympics in 2014). The agency requests collective sanctions
for Rio 2016 and beyond. WADA recommends the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) and the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) to consider, under their
respective Charters, declining entries for all athletes submitted by the Russian Olympic
Committee (ROC) and the Russian Paralympic Committee to the 2016 Olympic Games in
Rio de Janeiro.

27: The Russian Minister of Sports, Vitaly Mutko, announces that he will not visit the
Olympic Games in Rio.

August
5-21: The Olympic Games in Rio take place.

6: The International Olympic Committee clears 279 (out of 389) Russian athletes to
participate in the Olympic Games in Rio.

7: The president of the International Paralympic Committee, IPC, Philip Craven
announces that all of the Russian paralympic athletes are banned from Rio.
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The Russian swimmer Yulia Efimova was booed on the podium after taking the silver
medal in the 200m breaststroke. “I thought cold war was long in the past”, she said to
theguardian.com. Photo: /ritzau/AP/Nataliya Vasilyeva.

15: Russia’s Paralympic Committee (RPC) files an appeal to the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) against the decision to ban the team from competing at the Paralympics in
Rio.

18: The Russian pole-vaulter Yelena Isinbayeva is voted on to the International Olympic
Committee Athletes’ Commission despite being barred from the Rio games.

23: The Court of Arbitration for Sports (CAS) dismisses the appeal filed by the Russian

Paralympic Committee (RPC) against the decision to ban Russian athletes from the
Paralympic Games in Rio.

September
7-18: The Paralympic Games are held in Rio. A Belarus official carries the Russian flag at
the opening of the games in a show of solidarity with banned Russians.

7: Russia conducts an alternative tournament for the Russian Paralympic athletes near
Moscow.

7: [Mapa-KpwiM-2016 (Para-Krim 2016) - a festival for Paralympic athletes in Crimea.
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https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2016/aug/09/efimova-and-sun-on-podium-as-king-delivers-victory-for-clean-sport
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2016/aug/09/efimova-and-sun-on-podium-as-king-delivers-victory-for-clean-sport

Russian former pole-vaulter Yelena Isinbayeva was elected for the 10C’s Athletes’
Commission despite being barred from the 2016 Rio games. Photo: /ritzau/AP/Matt
Slocum.

Classification of items for the analysis

During this research period, we carefully monitored all items containing information
about these events, including the whole range from very opinionated articles or
interviews to simple news-bulletins containing only factual information. There was an
emphasis on finding original articles, produced within the different media outlets to
provide a wide sceptre of views, sources and opinions.

We narrowed down the number of articles we found interesting for the study by looking
at certain analytical criteria that would help us illustrate this variety:

» Topics covered by the article
e Main statements and conclusions

e Methods of influencing the reader, means and examples

At this stage there were 24 items from the NW Russian regions and 23 from Finland and
the Baltic States that would make up the basic data content in our study.

To show the variety of the sampled items, we then classified them along a scale of their
perceived effect on the opinion of the reader: patriotic, independent or factual.
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— Content categories

PATRIOTIC INDEPENDENT FACTUAL

Articles are opinionated Articles represent Articles concentrate

or slanted to influence several different on information without
readers to believe in views on the subject or deeper analysis

the official a critical analysis of the or opinionated content
Russian position official Russian position

e Patriotic

Patriotic-ranked items are opinionated or slanted in such a way that the reader will be
influenced to believe in the official Russian position;

¢ Independent
Independent-ranked items give either several different views on the subject or a critical
analysis of the official Russian position;

e Factual

Factual articles concentrate on information, without deeper analysis or opinionated
content.
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ANALYSIS OF SELECTED ITEMS
NW Russia

NW Russia:

» Arkhangelsk oblast
e Murmansk oblast

e Republic of Karelia
e Leningrad oblast

e Saint Petersburg

e Pskov oblast

« Kaliningrad oblast

Snapshot

Two thirds of the 24 NW Russian articles were patriotic.

Patriotic Independent

content: content:

16 articles 3 articles
Factual
content:

5 articles

Patriotic-ranked articles (NW Russia)
Total 16 / 66.7% of the items

Patriotic-ranked items make up the largest group of the analyzed material (16 out of
24). This group includes mostly long-read articles, representing all the regions and
covering almost all the aspects of doping/Rio Olympic Games/Rio Paralympic topics.
The material is characterized by a clear position stated with self-confidence by the
author, categorical opinions, an expressive (sometimes aggressive) tone, connotative
and insulting words and expressions (in Russian journalistic jargon known as
‘Komsomalskaya pravda style’). Other recurring features: use of an ‘enemy image’,
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including both foreign foes (WADA, IOC, USA, Western countries, etc.) and interior
opponents (Russian liberal activists); wide use of military vocabulary and propaganda
clichés; glorification of Russian and Soviet athletes.

Some items in this group also put blame on Russian sports officials, sometimes for their
responsibilty for the doping situation in Russia, more often for not ‘defending’ Russian
athletes properly. These items occasionally express nostalgia over the Soviet sports
system, supporting the perception that it was fair and accessible in contrast to today’s
commercialized sports world. There is a high degree of indignation over the fact that
Russian leaders let them (WADA, 10C, etc.) insult the country with their ‘biased’
accusations.

Articles listed by headline and media
Headlines are translated from Russian, links compiled during the research period.

International Paralympic Committee: Disabled People

IA Pskovskaya Lenta Novostey
http://pln-pskov.ru/authors/adonetsky/249708.html

Our Hymn Beats Cheeks Of Liberal Russophobes
Karellnform News Agency (Karelia)

http://karelinform.ru/article /politics /81136 /rusofobam_liberalam_nashim_gimnom_po_susalam

Sports Became A Battleground Of ‘Hybrid War’

RuBaltic.Ru (Kaliningrad)
http://www.rubaltic.ru/article /politika-i-obshchestvo/270716-olimpiada/

Latvian Politicians: Wrong Decision To Ban Russian Athletes From Paralympics
Rubaltic.Ru (Kaliningrad)

www.rubaltic.ru/news/10082016-latviyskie-politiki-nepravilnym-otstranenie-sportsmenov-rf-/

Belarus Showed Commitment to Union with Russia before the Whole World

RuBaltic.Ru (Kaliningrad)
http://www.rubaltic.ru/article /politika-i-obshchestvo/090916-belarus/

They Treat Our National (Olympic) Team Outrageously

Opinion / IA RusNord (Arkhangelsk)
http://rusnord.ru/scandal/36337-to-chto-tvoryat-s-nashey-olimpiyskoy-sbornoy-eto-bezobrazie-

mnenie.html

Ban Everybody

Fontanka.ru (Saint Petersburg)
http://www.fontanka.ru/2016/07/18/146/
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http://pln-pskov.ru/authors/adonetsky/249708.html
http://karelinform.ru/article/politics/81136/rusofobam_liberalam_nashim_gimnom_po_susalam
http://www.rubaltic.ru/article/politika-i-obshchestvo/270716-olimpiada/
http://www.rubaltic.ru/news/10082016-latviyskie-politiki-nepravilnym-otstranenie-sportsmenov-rf-/
http://www.rubaltic.ru/article/politika-i-obshchestvo/090916-belarus/
http://rusnord.ru/scandal/36337-to-chto-tvoryat-s-nashey-olimpiyskoy-sbornoy-eto-bezobrazie-mnenie.html
http://rusnord.ru/scandal/36337-to-chto-tvoryat-s-nashey-olimpiyskoy-sbornoy-eto-bezobrazie-mnenie.html
http://www.fontanka.ru/2016/07/18/146/

Russian Paralympic Athletes Don’t Give Up

Komsomolskaya Pravda (Saint Petersburg)
http://www.spb.kp.ru/daily/26573.4/3588458/

Summer. Cold. Not Ours?

Newspaper Murmanskiy Vestnik
http://www.mvestnik.ru/shwpgn.asp?pid=201607214

Russian Paralympic Athletes Beat 26 World Records in Response to Ban from
Paralympics in Rio

Iskkra (Murmansk)
http://kolanews.ru/news/sport-i-turizm /11623

At Last Well-Known Athlete Admits That Everybody Is into Doping. The Question Is —
Who Will Be Caught...

Iskkra (Murmansk)
http://kolanews.ru/news/sport-i-turizm /11187

First published at prosportkz.kz.

Ten Countries to Ban Russia from Rio OG

Newspaper Murmanskiy Vestnik
http://www.mvestnik.ru/shwpgn.asp?pid=2016071816
First published in RIA Novosty 17.07.2016

Yes, We Go, but Not Everyone. Humiliation of a Nation

IA Pskovskaya Lenta Novostey
http://pln-pskov.ru/authors/adonetsky/248359.html

Seven Circles of WADA

Pskovskaya Pravda
http://pravdapskov.ru/rubric/28/14056

Sport, Named after Mutko. Why Not Sweep away All This Trash?

IA Belomorkanal (Arkhangelsk)
http://tv29.ru/new/index.php/sport-na-bk/8094-sport-imeni-mutko-pochemu-vsyu-etu-gnil-ne-

vymetut

Participation Is Not the Main Thing

RuBaltic.Ru
http://www.rubaltic.ru/persona_grata/glavnoe-ne-uchastie-22082016/
First published at https://agitblog.ru/articles/glavnoe-%E2%80%94-ne-uchastie.html
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Topics covered by the articles

e The WADA report

e Ban for a number of Russian athletes to go to Rio OG

 Ban for Russian Paralympic athletes to go to Rio PG

e Russian team’s results in Rio OG

e Foreign national Olympic Committees saying the Paralympic ban unfair

e Belarus Paralympic delegation carrying the Russian flag at Rio opening ceremony
e Alternative all-Russian Paralympic Games

 Doping traditions in sport

e Catastrophic situation in Russian sports

Main statements and conclusions

e There is no convincing evidence that Russian athletes use doping/ WADA'’s head
R. MacLaren built his report on unfounded statements by G. Rodchenkov (the
former director of a Moscow laboratory, the Anti-Doping Centre, who was the first
to expose the Russian doping issue).

e Sport is impossible without doping today/all the athletes use doping, but WADA
catches them selectively for political reasons.

e The officials of WADA, I0C and IPC fulfilled a ‘political order’/are unscrupulous.
« Russia is paying for its political actions (i.e. Crimea annexation).

 References to historical parallels:

- Iraq war (where no evidence of chemical weapon found)

- Holocaust (prosecuting athletes for being Russian)

- The Cold war

- Stalin’s repressions and slander letters of that time

- Economic sanctions against Russia

- Contradiction Russia vs NATO

 Russian liberals support the WADA report and Paralympic ban due to their
hatred towards the Russian people and the Russian government.

» The doping issue is part of a Western war against Russia/a movement to isolate
Russia /a new sanction after the failure to isolate Russia politically or
economically.

 The goal of the doping issue is to eliminate highly competitive Russian athletes
from the OG/to discredit the Russian team victory the Sochi 2014 OG.

e The next goal is to impose a ban on the 2018 Football World Cup in Russia.

* WADA applies pressure on a sovereign country (Russia) to get the Sport Minister
Mutko fired.

e The WADA report devalues the whole Olympic idea.

By carrying a Russian flag at the Paralympic Open Ceremony in Rio, Belarusian
sports officials showed their commitment to the union with Russia, despite the
intention of the Western countries to attract Belarus to their ‘club’.
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- Reference to the Battle of Orsha (1514) where Belarus defeated Russia together
with Lithuania and Poland. This historical event is used by the Belarusian
opposition claiming that Belarus belongs to Europe.

- Reference to heroic partisan war in Belarus during WWIL.

 Russia should establish an alternative International Olympic Committee together
with China and India.

e The ban on Russian paralympians in Rio and a possible ban for all the future
Paralympic games are going to kill the Paralympic movement in Russia and break
the lives of disabled athletes.

e USA is behind the doping campaign to discredit Russia.

» Russia must sue the USADA Chief Executive Officer, Travis T. Tygart.

 Russian sports officials (first of all the former Sport Minister V.Mutko) are
responsible for using doping in Russian sport/ for Russian athletes ban in the Rio
0G and their spoiled careers/ for the damage caused to all the nation and
personally V. Putin.

» Some Russian athletes have lost their last chance to participate in any OG.

» The ‘doping scandal’ began in 2015 and Russia had enough time to stop it
(unclear in what way).

¢ G. Rodchenkov shouldn’t be trusted - he is a professional, but a criminal and not
an adequate person.

e Russian Olympic sport is commercialized today.

- Athletes get too much money and other bonuses.

- Soviet mass sport was destroyed by Western system of ‘sporting heroes’.
 Russian Olympic sport is politicized - it must show high results to support the
national ideology.

¢ 2017 should be a year of great changes for (in favour of) Russia (reference to the
Russian revolution 1917).

e The modern Russian society lacks ideology - in contrast to the USSR, it has
nothing to fight for in sport competitions. Russia and America are actually the
same today.

e Not WADA but M. Kusnirovich (a former head of Bosco di Ciliegi - a luxury
fashion company, the official partner of Russian Olympic team before 2017) has
stolen our Olympic Games.

Methods of influencing the reader, means and examples

Connotative words and expressions:

Hapn Hawet cTpaHoi NnpoaoKatoT nsgesatbes. M3owpeHHo. C 0cobbIM LUHU3MOM...
Our country is continuously ridiculed. Sophisticatedly. With extreme cynicism...
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Takaa noruka, Mexay Tem, HasblBaeTcA NPOCTO — paln3m 06bIKHOBEHHbIW.
BynbrapHbiit Takoi ¢awimsm. Jlornka youmid,...

This logic is, to state it simply, common fascism. Just vulgar fascism. Murderer’s
logic...

Y Hac Harno OTHAMN TPETb OIMMIUNCKON COOPHOIA...
They’ve brazenly deprived us of one third of our Olympic team...

My611MYHan NOPKa POCCUMNCKUX CMOPTCMEHOB...
A public spanking of Russian athletes...

...NOCTaBUTb Poccuio Ha MecTo, OTbIrPaBLWKCL HA MHBANUAAX. ..
...to put Russia in place by taking revenge on disabled people...

...CUTyaLMA Ha caMoMm gene H6onblue HanoMUHaeT baHAUTCKyo pa3bopky, Koraa
4eIoBEKY A0/1F0 YFPOXKAT CMEPTbIO, @ NOTOM TONOPOM OTPYHaOT HOTY, @ OH U paa-
pagexoHek: «Cnacnbo, yto XKumBoun. YTo coBcem He younmy».

...the situation actually resembles a gangster showdown where someone is put under
a death threat and then his leg is choped off with an axe, and he keeps a happy face:
“Thank you for letting me live, for not killing me.”

370 yKe Bepx becyenoBeyHoCcTH, becnapAOHHOCTH, JKECTOKOCTH, LMHU3MA. ITO cya,
WHKBU3MLMKN, OTKA3aTb BONbHBIM NIOAAM B TAKOW MaNeHbKOM Paf0oCTy, 3TO HapyLUeHue
OnMMNUINCKOM XapTun.

This is extreme inhumanity, impudence, cruelty, cynicism. This is the Inquisition, to
deny the disabled their little joy - this is a violation of the Olympic Charter.

3To oyepepHan nouieunHa Poccunm.
This is another slap in the face of Russia.

...CMOPTCMEHAM MPUXOANTCA OTAYBATbCA 3a He3aBMCUMbIN KypC CTpaHbl...

...the athletes are paying a price for the independent political course of the country...

Militaristic vocabulary:

M3 cybanmaumm BoviHbI CNOPT NPEBPALLAETCA B HACTOALLYIO «TMOPUAHYIO BOVHYY.
Instead of a sublimation of war, sports turns into a real "hybrid war"...

«Mbl BbIUFPbIBa/IN BOMHBDI, @ 34,€Cb HE CMOT/IN CNPaBUTLCAY.
"We won the war, but failed to cope here.”
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Exaggerated image of Russian liberals attributed with connotative words and

biased intentions:

®eicbyK pagoCTHO NPUIBO34MA BECb POCCUIACKUIA CNOPT K MO30PHOMY CTONDY ...
On Facebook they happily pilloried all of Russian sports...

Soviet style clichés:

.87 Hac, 0BbIYHbIX NHOAEN, FPAXKAAH BEJIMKOWN CTPaHbl...
...for us, the common people, citizens of the great country...

Unfounded conclusions and rumours:

10-15 net Ha3apg, B IETKOM aTneTUKe Npe3naeHT deaepaum paspeLan ynotpebnaro
(ponuHr) Ton-cnoptcmeHam. MHe 06 3TOM pacckasbiBau...

10-15 years ago, the President of the Athletics Federation allowed (doping) for top
athletes. This is what I've been told...

A ceityac XO4AT pa3rosopbl, 4yTObbI COBCEM 3anpeTtuTb Poccun yyactme B

MeXAYHAaPOAHbIX TYPHUPAX...
And now there is talk about complete ban Russia's participation in international
competitions...

Pathetic narratives:

KTo 13 67 OTBEpPKEHHDBIX, YHUKEHHbIX U OCKOPONEHHbIX 1erKOATNETOB ... «(AOTAHET» A0
cnepyouweit Onmmnuagpl-20207?
How many of these miserable, humiliated and insulted 67 athletes will survive to the

2020 Olympics? (Note: Reference to the novels by V. Hugo “Les Misérables” and F. Dostoevsky
"Humiliated and Insulted”)

KTo oTBeTUT 3a AeprkaBHoe YHI/I)KGHMG?

Who will be responsible for the humiliation of a sovereign nation?

References to historical/literature/cinema character and images
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MpeBo3moras 601b, HeCNPaBeAIMBOCTb, PaBHOAYLINE, NONAYT B ONMMNUIACKUI 6ot co
CNOBaMM CblHa HaLwen KHATMHKU Onbrn — CBATOCNaBa: «[la He Mocpamum 3emau
Pycckon».

Through the pain, injustice, indifference, they will go to the Olympic battle with the
words of our Princess Olga’s son - Sviatoslav: "Do not disgrace the Russian land"

KoHeuHo, cnopT — Bceraa nonutuka. M rnasHoe B Hell, KOHEYHO, — He y4acTue, a
nobena. Mnu nopaxeHune, KOTOpoe B PaBHOM CTeNeHN ABNAETCA MHAUKATOPOM U
obLLero cocTosHUA Aen B rocyAapcTse, U NONOXKEHWUA rocyaapcTea B mupe. He npocto
TaK pgaxe BcTpeun Guwepa n Cnacckoro 6b11M 06cTaBNeHbI, Kak buTBa MNepecseTa c
Yenybeem.

Of course, there is always politics in sports. The most important, of course, is not to
take part, but to win. Or lose, which is just as much an indicator of the state of the
nation, or the status of the nation in the world. It isn’t just chance that the Fischer-
Spassky matches were likened to the battle between Peresvet and Chelubey.

(Note: The chess matches between Bobby Fischer, USA and Boris Spassky,

USSR/Russia were played in 1972 and 1992. The historic Kulikovo battle in 1380
between Mongols (The Golden Horde) and Russians started with a single combat
between Peresvet, a Russian monk, and Chelubey, a Mongol warrior.)

Independent-ranked articles (NW Russia)
Total 3/ 12.5% of the items

Only three of the analyzed texts can be ranked as independent, since they express a
position different from the dominating narrative in other media. One of them “Blogger
Considers that the Olympics Have Turned into a Racist Game” (812 online Internet-
magazine) is just a comment, an emotional reaction to the patriotic TV narrative about
the Olympics and the doping issue.

The most informative is an interview with a sports doctor, Sergey Ilukov, an official
physician on the Finnish Olympic team “Smart doping-cocktail” (Fontanka.ru). His
explanation of the doping issue is very professional, science-based and balanced. Using
historical and factual data, Ilukov illustrates the development of the doping tradition in
USSR/Russia. This interview is also a rare example of reference to other countries,
where doping scandals have left guilty sports doctors and coaches totally isolated and
banned from their professions. At the same time Ilukov objectively states that the WADA
report is lacking in concrete proof.

The third text is an article devoted to Sport Minister Vladimir Mutko, who is described

) “

as a typical Russian official, a sort of ‘sports Putin’, “Wannabe” (Pskovskaya Gubernia).
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The text includes little known facts about Mutko’s biography and mentions the Roldugin
issue (S. Roldugin is a close friend of Putin’s, a musician related to a number of off-shore
companies, assumed to hide Putin’s private fortune). This article is the only one in the
analysis that openly criticizes Kremlin politics.

All these materials are more or less emotional, but avoid biased statements and use very
few connotative words and expressions. The narrative is reasoning with a factual
approach.

Articles listed by headline and media

Headlines are translated from Russian, links compiled during the research period.

Smart doping-cocktail

Fontanka.ru (Saint Petersburg)
http://www.fontanka.ru/2016/07/22/175/

Blogger considers that Olympics Turned into a Racist Game
Online 812, Internet-magazine
http://www.online812.ru/2016/08/12/002/

Wannabe

Pskovskaya Gubernia
http://gubernia.pskovregion.org/blogs/podrazhatel /

Topics covered by the articles
e The WADA report

Main statements and conclusions
* WADA report seems to fall in line with the Russian sport tradition, but lacks
concrete proof.
» Russian athletes have been victims of collective punishment, because of a state
supported doping system.
 Russia has inherited a doping tradition from the USSR. Sports physicians were
never punished for doping use and none of the athletes lost state funding - in
contrast to the West, where doping scandals caused strong damage to their
reputation.
» People who manage Russian sports today belong to the generation of anabolic-
based Soviet sport.
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e Many other countries entered Olympic sports in the 21th century and have no
doping background.

 Russia lost its sports science because of doping traditions from the 1960s.

e The ‘heroes’ of doping scandals in other countries are banned from sports for
many years.

¢ G. Rodchenkov is a highly qualified specialist and he should be trusted.

e Russian TV represents Rio as a ‘war of nations’ in contrary to the basic Olympic
idea of keeping peace.

» Russian authorities react to the doping scandal by firing minor officials. But the
real perpetrator, sports minister Mutko, stays invulnerable since he fits perfectly
in Putin’s administrative system.

e Mutko is a part of modern Russia, like doping is a part of Russian sports.

e Mutko is a Putin wannabe.

Methods on influencing the reader, means and examples

Professional expert assessment:

B CCCP cywectBoBan onbIT NPMEMa CNOPTUBHbIX MPENAPaTOB... HA HEM Bble3Xan
O4YeHb A40r0.

In the USSR there was a habit of taking drugs in sports... it went on for a very long
time.

OKa3anock, YTo B POCCHM yPOBEHD IKCMEPTU3bI B CNOPTE HEA0CTAaTOUEH, HE XBaTaeT
KBaNMOULMPOBAHHbIX TPEHEPOB, KOTOPbIE MOT/IN Bbl FOTOBUTbL CMOPTCMEHOB BbICOKOTO
paHra.

It turned out that Russia lacks sufficient expertise in sports, there are not enough
qualified trainers, who can train top athletes.

Historical data:

1948 — 1949 rr. CtanuH npuHan pelieHune, yto CCCP byaeT yyactsoBaTb B
ONMMMNUACKMX Urpax. ... Y BbINo NPUHATO NOAUTUYECKOE peLleHmne: NOAHUMATb
NPEeCTUK CTPaHbl NOCPeACTBOM CMOPTUBHBIX JOCTUNKEHUIA.

In 1948 - 49 Stalin decided that the USSR should participate in the Olympic games...
And there was a political decision to raise the country's prestige through sporting
achievements.

AHabonunyeckue cteponapbl nosBuancb B 1960-e rogpbl. Ux npuHumanu 6onblie gecatu
net. 1 noTom NpaKTUKa CBOAMNACH K TOMY, YTOBbI Kak MOXKHO 6onee XUTpbim
cnocobom 060MTH KOHTPOb.
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Anabolic steroids appeared in the 1960s. They were used more than ten years. After
that the practice was to avoid control in the most devious ways.

Examples of doping scandals in the other countries:

ABCTpUiALbI — ... UX TpeHep Bbln NPODECCUOHANBHO Ka3HEH...: OH MPOCTO NOTEPAN
npaBo Ha Npodeccuto. ITO UMENOo KONOCCaIbHO HEraTUBHOE BUAHME Ha BCEX
aBCTPUIACKMX NbIXKHUKOB, Ha BClO dpepepaumio.

Austrians ... their coach was professionally punished... he simply lost the right to
practice his profession. It had a tremendously negative impact on all Austrian skiers,
the entire Federation.

Kapu-MNekka Kiopé, duHcKknii TpeHep, 6611 AncKBanndULMPOBaH — U TO/IbKO B 3TOM
rogy emy yaanocb fo6UTbCs CHATUA 3anpeTa.

Kari-Pekka Kyroe, the Finnish coach, was disqualified (2001 - ref.) - and only this
year he managed to get the injunction cancelled.

Connotative words and expressions:

Ero (MymkKo), Kak CKONb3KUIA MAYMK, NbITALOTCA MOMMATb TO OAHU, TO APYrUe, a OH
BCAKWUI pPa3 BbICKAKMBAET U3 PYK.

They are trying to catch him (Sports Minister Mutko), but every time he pops out of
their hands like the slippery ball.

...MUHUCTP, KaK NpaBubHbIN datorep, cpasy e nybanyHo U3BMHWUACA 33
CNOPTCMEHOB, NOMMAHHbIX Ha JOMNUHTE...

...the Minister, being a real turncoat, immediately publicly apologized for athletes
caught doping...

Irony:

...CoOpTCMeHbl U3 Poccun, npusBaHbl U MoBUAM30BaHbI. ECiv AeByLKa 3awmuaeT
YecTb, TO KOHEYHO PoauHbI, He cBoto. MeTaHMe Mo0Ta BeAETCA NPAMO B r0/10BY
NOTEHLMANIbHOMY reonoUTUYECKOMY OMNMOHEHTY.

He ybeiiTe Tam HMKOrO, NOCNAHLbBI MUPA.

...Russian athletes are called up and mobilized. If a girl is defending someone’s honor,
it’s the motherland’s, not her own. The hammer throw is aimed at the head of a
potential geopolitical opponent. Don't you kill anyone there, you ambassadors of
peace.
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Factual-ranked articles (NW Russia)
Total 5 /20.8% of the items

A number of items concerning the Rio games and the doping issue can be ranked as
factual, since they basically contain only information. Usually they tell about
competitions and results, including direct or indirect quotes from official documents and
relevant persons.

Analytical articles of this group use ‘symmetric quotations’ representing different points
of view on the subject without giving preferences to any of them. Independent outlets
sometimes demonstrate a position by selecting a certain quote as the headline: “Sport is
Another Method for Putin to Extend the Ukrainian War” (Fontanka.ru, Saint Petersburg)
or “Resign Mutko” (Karelskaya Gubernia).

Most of the factual-ranked materials concentrate on related, usually neutral topics like
the lifestyle of disabled sportsmen in Russia “Looking For Someone To Blame As Usual”
(Moy Raion, Saint Petersburg) or the state of mass sport “The Nation's Health Is More
Important Than Records” (Pressa29 Press and Media Agency, Arkhangelsk).

Some factual-ranked items have elements of independent journalism, but without taking
a clear stand. They may include rich factual and background data and in quotes from
interviews also include connotative words and expressions as well as biased conclusions
and statements.

Articles listed by headline and media
Headlines are translated from Russian, links compiled during the research period.

Sport is Another Method for Putin to extend the Ukrainian war

Fontanka.ru (Saint Petersburg)
http://www.fontanka.ru/2016/07/19/159/

Looking for Someone to Blame as Usual

Moy Raion (Saint Petersburg)
http://print.mr7.ru/articles/138898/

The Nation's Health Is More Importante Than Records

Pressa29 Press and Media Agency (Arkhangelsk)
http://pressa29.ru/%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB
%D1%8C%D0%B5/30.07.2016/351326.html
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Yulia Efimova Burst into Tears During the Interview after Winning a Silver Medal
Karel-Inform News Agency (Karelia)

http://karelinform.ru/news/society /80562 /yuliya_efimova_posle_serebra_na_oi_2016_razryidalas

ot_obidyi_vo_vremya_intervyu

Resign Mutko
Sub-head: Russian National Team Goes to Rio OG After All. But Not in Full Strength

Karelskaya Gubernia
http://www.rep.ru/daily/2016/07/27/23675/

Topics covered by the articles
eWestern media blame Russian sport and political officials
e Paralympic athletes Rio ban
 Conditions of disabled people's lifestyle in Russia
e Russian athletes partly banned from Rio OG
e Mass sport situation in Russian regions
e Russian swimmer Yulia Efimova being booed in Rio

Main statements and conclusions

Claims by Western media:
e All Russian athletes could be suspected of doping.
e Russia must be immediatelly and fully banned from OG.
 Russian polical leaders are responsible for doping fraud together with sport
officials.
e Sport is another method for Putin of extending the Ukrainian war.

Claims by Russian commentator Nikolay Durmanov, former head of the Russian Anti-
Doping Agency (RUSADA) in an interview by Fontanka.tv:

e The authors of WADA report are pathological russophobs.

e Doping scandal may destroy all the Olympic movement.

e The aim of WADA is to cancel the 2018 Football World Cup in Russia.

Other quoted sources:
* Western athletes should keep far from politics and not believe media's bias
against Russian athletes (Yulia Efimova, Russian swimmer, medalist in Rio).
* The whole doping issue is political. The purpose is to get rid of strong Russian
athletes and to give the other ‘so-called clean athletes’ an opportunity to win ‘so-
called gold medals’ (Elena Isinbaeva, Russian athlete banned from Rio).
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e Mutko’s activities discredit Russian sports and damage the image of the whole
state (Emilia Slabunova, the Deputy of the Karelian Parliament, Chairman of the
party Yabloko).

*« WADA and IOC act against Russian athletes and don’t heed counter-arguments or
common sense (Vitaly Mutko, the former Sports Minister).

» Russia must play by international rules or run its own isolated sport (Sergey
Litvinov, a Russian hammer thrower).

e Mutko and other sport officials must change their attitude to sport and athletes
(Leonid Tiagachev, honorary President of the Olympic Committee of Russia).

e [f Russian Paralympic athletes would be allowed to participate under the
Olympic flag, it is worth accepting (Svetlana Zhurova, the Russian Olympic and
world champion in skating, a Duma deputy).

e The West is not happy when our Paralympic athletes win medals (Zhurova).

Media source statements (not quotes):
e The real problem is poor conditions for disabled people living in Russia and not
the Paralympic Rio ban.
» Western countries and foundations helped a lot to common disabled people in
Russia.
e Russian athletes banned from Rio OG may serve to help the development of mass
sports.
 Olympic sports became a sort of show-business.
« Striking against Russian sports is an extention of economic sanctions.
* Russia couldn't afford to behave as Soviet Union did because it is less powerful
and less authoritative.

Methods of influencing the reader, means and examples

Connotative words and expessions:
Quotes from Western media:

Poccusa norpAasnaa B AONUHTreE.

Russia is mired in doping.

(Die Welt)

Poccuiickoro npesunaeHTa He BONIHYHOT MeXKAyHapoAHOe NpaBo, Korga OH Xo4eT
[0CTUYb CBOUX LieNel, Beab OH cam bbiBlwmMiA oduuep K6 1 noaTtomy He yyBCTBYET
YrPbI3€HWI COBECTU, MPUMEHASA HE3AKOHHbIE METOApI.
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The Russian President is not concerned about international law when he wants to
achieve his goals, because he himself'is a former KGB officer and therefore does not
feel remorse, using illegal methods.

(Die Welt)

Bca 3Ta UcTopma — TouHas meTadpopa NyTUHCKOW Poccuum.
The whole story is a metaphor of Putin's Russia.
(The Wall Street Journal)

Quotes from Russians officials and athletes:

370 natonormyeckue pycopobbl. OHM NPOCTO NATONOTMYECKM HE IHOBAT HAC. ITO He
3aroBop. 310 PpM3noNOrMyecKan peakLms Ha Hac Kak Ha AB/eHue.

They are pathological Russophobs. They just pathologically don't like us. This is not a
conspiracy. It is a physiological reaction on us as a phenomenon.

(Nikolay Durmanov, the former head of RUSADA)

He nckntoueHo, 4To oMMnuMIAcKoe ABUKeHWe pa3bpeneTca no reorpaduyeckomy uam
9KOHOMMYECKOMY NPUHLMNY...

It is not excluded that the Olympic movement will split along geographical or
economic lines...

(Nikolay Durmanov, the former head of RUSADA)

YM-2018 — aTo camas rjiaBHas 1ieJib BCEI'0 3TOT'0 AOIIMHIOBOT'0 CKaH/aa.
The 2018 world Cup is the main goal of all this doping scandal.
(Nikolay Durmanov, the former head of RUSADA)

MNaeT yxKe HEKMI Ncnxo3 BOKpyr cbopHoi Poccum. Ux npasaa nepeseLllvBaeT Apyryto
npasay.

There is already a kind of psychosis around the Russian team. Their truth outweighs
another truth.

(Vitaly Mutko, the former Sport Minister)

OTO YNCTO MONIMTUYECKMIA 3aKa3. ... ABHAA «3aKasyxa». MycTb Bce 3TV NceBaoumncTbIe
MHOCTPaHHbIE CMIOPTCMEHDI ... BbIMIPbIBAIOT CBOW NCEBA030/10Tble MeAas N B Halle
oTcytcTBMe. Cuny Bcerga 60anmCh.

This is a purely political action... obviously "on demand”. Let all these pseudo-clean
foreign athletes ... win their pseudo-gold medals in our absence. They were always
afraid of strength.

(Elena Isinbaeva, a Russian athlete banned from 0G)
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Parallels:

JTroam NpocTo ceroaHA pa3pyLlaloT OIMMMNUINCKOE ABUXKEHUE, a 3aBTPA, TaK XKe KakK C
BAVKHUM BOCTOKOM, NPOCTO He ByayT 3HATb, YTO C HAM AEeNaTb.

Today they simply destroy the Olympic movement, and tomorrow, just like with the
Middle East, they simply won’t know what to do with it.
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ANALYSIS OF SELECTED ITEMS,
Baltics and Finland

Baltic states:
e Estonia

e Latvia

e Lithuania

Snapshot

23 Baltic or Finnish articles analysed. Less patriotic, more
independent content compared to NW Russian media.

Patriotic Independent
content: content:

12 articles 7 articles

(all Baltic)

Factual
content:
4 articles

Patriotic ranked articles (Baltics, Finland)
Total 12 /52.2% of the items

Patriotic articles collected from Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania make up the largest part of
the ranked texts (12 out of 23). The items in this category promote a Russian patriotic
narrative that covers topics ranging from the banning of Russian athletes at both the
Olympic and Paralympic Games in Rio; questioning the results of WADA-report; the
conflicting space between politics and sports; doping and reactions to the report, where
a dogmatic point of view is expressed through the author’s self-confident main
standpoint combined with the use of repetitions of the article’s central point (and most
commonly a lot of articles produced on the same topic in a short amount of time);
expressive language use, i.e. emotional exclamations, militaristic vocabulary,
connotative words and expressions.
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Articles listed by headline and media

Headlines are translated from Russian, links compiled during the research period.

Andrey Fomochkin: The Flag That was Carried in Rio was a Present for the Russian
Paralympic Athletes

Komsomolskaya Pravda (EU)
http://www.kompravda.eu/daily/26580.5/3595511/

The Paralympic Athletes’ Lawyer: MclLaren’s Report is Made According to a
Prescription by Goebbels

Komsomolskaya Pravda (EU)
http://www.kompravda.eu/daily/26577.7 /3592667 /

As a Consequence of the WADA-report Russia May be Deprived of the
Olympic Games in Rio and Medals from Sochi

Komsomolskaya Pravda (EU)
http://www.kompravda.eu/daily/26553.5/3572968/

The Russian Paralympic Athletes are Rewarded in Comparison to the Results in Rio

Sputnik News Estonia
http://ru.sputnik-news.ee/sport/20160907 /3187766 /alternativnaja-paralimpiada-2016-
podmoskove.html

A Shock on the Scale of Blasphemy: the World’s Reaction to the Exclusion of the
Russian Paralympic Athletes

Sputnik News Estonia
http://ru.sputnik-news.ee/sport/20160824/3072709.html

Expert: the Olympic Games Have Become a Lever of Pressure on Uncooperative
Countries

Sputnik News Estonia
http://ru.sputnik-news.ee/sport/20160719/2741342.html

Putin: Doping Does not Belong in Sports

Vesti.lv
http://vestilv/news/putin-dopingu-net-mesta-v-sporte

People About the WADA-report: It is Complete Nonsense

Vesti.lv
http://vesti.lv/news/narod-o-doklade-wada-polnaya-chepuha

Olymp and the Intrigues from Hell
Vesti.lv
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http://vesti.lv/news/olimp-i-ada-kozni

#Vopreki (In spite of): Russian Paralympic Athletes Share Their Stories about Which
Place Sport Has in their Lives

Obzor.It
http://www.obzor.lt/news/n22396.html
# is a Twitter campaign in support of the Ru par olym team

Doping with Passion/a Bias: why Russian Athletes Most of all Give/Pass Doping Tests

Obzor.It
http://www.obzor.lt/news/n22033.html

Protesting Paralymic Games

Rus.postimees.ee
http://rus.postimees.ee/3830679/protestnaja-paralimpiada

Topics covered by the articles

e The WADA-report/The McLaren report.

e Russian athletes banned from the Olympic Games in Rio.

 Russian athletes banned from the Paralympic Games in Rio.

 Russia arranges its own Paralympic Games in Moscow.

e The “world's” (meaning the CIS-countries') and “people's” (with a pro-Russian
opinion) reaction to the Russian ban.

e The West uses the Olympic Games to put further pressure on Russia.
 Russian support for the Paralympic athletes with the #Bonpeku social media
campaign.

« Belarus carries the Russian flag at the opening of Paralympic Games in Rio.

Main statements and conclusions

e The WADA/McLaren-report lacks scientific evidence - it is built on one man's
point of view, Grigory Rodchenkov’s “and some other unknown sources” - it is
one-sided/biased and factually wrong.

e The Belarusian Paralympic team, in which an official carried the Russian flag at
the opening of the POG in Rio, was prepared to take a take punishment for this act.
 Reference to Goebbels, and that “no one believes a half-lie”, but anyone will
believe a “monstrous lie” - which is used to “explain” the “false” foundation on
which the WADA-report is written.

 Reference to the Olympic Games in Soviet Moscow 1980, with the understanding
that USA is leading renewed pressure on Russia by means of the doping-scandal.

34


http://vesti.lv/news/olimp-i-ada-kozni
http://www.obzor.lt/news/n22396.html
http://www.obzor.lt/news/n22033.html
http://rus.postimees.ee/3830679/protestnaja-paralimpiada

« The possibility of taking the case of the ban of the Russian Paralympic athletes to
the court of Human Rights in Europe.

e The independence of the WADA-report should be questioned.

e The WADA-report is an accusation against Russian sports.

e [f Russia is banned from the Olympic Games, it means that the world has gone
mad - then Tolstoy and Dostoyevsky should be banned from literature.

e We are actually in the midst of a second cold war with the West.

¢ As soon as the appeal to the Swiss court was rejected, Putin immediately allowed
for arranging a Russian alternative to the Paralympic Games in Rio.

e The Paralympic Games in Rio will not be the same without Russia, which is one
of the strongest teams in the world.

e The ban of the Russian Paralympic athletes is one of the most unbelievable steps
in the history of the Paralympic Games.

e The West has unleashed an information war against Russia.

Methods of influencing the reader, means and examples

Connotative words and expressions:

“Po-x0-x0-x0-x0” - BUAMMO HaneBsaeT celiyac rocnoanH MaknapeH. Mocne Onumnuagsl 8
Mockse B 1980 roay 6bin1a nonynAapHa napoams Ha necHio “YunHrmucxaH” — “3abpocaem
6ombamu, 3apoBHAEM TaHKaMK - ByaeT Bam Onnmnuaga Mo-xo-xo-xo-xo!” Moasuck oHa
ceiyac - 370 6bIN XUT XUTOB.

"Yo-ho-ho-ho-ho" is probably what Mr. McLaren is singing now. After the Olympic games

in Moscow 1980 there was a popular parody on the song "Genghis Khan" - "We will throw
bombs on you, we will flatten you with tanks - then you will get your Olympics, yo-ho-ho-ho
-ho!" If it appeared now - it would be top-hit.

Militaristic vocabulary:

...OHV UAYT B aTaKy...
..they are on the attack...

M HeBaXHO, ‘xonoaHana’ 370 BoMHa UM ‘ropsyan’.
No matter, if this war is ‘cold’ or ‘hot..

CKNnagbiBaeTcsa BNeyaTNeHne, YTo Kaxaple YeTbipe rofa CnopTCMEHbI FOTOBATCA K
O/IMMNMAZAAM, @ BCEBO3MOKHbIE YAHOBHUKM — K BOEHHbIM AEUCTBUAM.

It seems that every four years athletes prepare themselves for the Olympics, and all kinds of
officials - for military action.
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Emotional narrative/words/expressions
(with rhetorical questions and acclamations):

9TO aMopasibHasA UCTOPUA C TOYKM 3PEHUA YENOBEYHOCTU. [la IOAM KUAU 3TUM,
MeyTasIM coBepLIaTh NoABWrM Ha Mapanumnuage. Booblue BCA UX KU3Hb — NOABWT.
OTCTPaHATb UX U YHUXKATb — 3TO abCONMOTHO He NOo-MoACKU. MHOTMM NtoAAM 3Ta
OnvMnMaza 3anoMHUTCA KaK camas rpasHas U HeyecTHas!

This is an immoral story from the point of view of humanity. People devoted their
lives to it, they dreamt of performing feats at the Paralympics. Actually their whole
life is a feat. To ban and humiliate them is completely unhuman. Many people will
remember these Olympics as the dirtiest and most dishonest!

OTcTpaHeHue Bcex — Bcex! — IerkoaTneTos M3—3a AOMMHIOBOrO CKaHAANa,
COKpaLLeHUe NpeacTaBUTENbCTBA POCCUAH B APYTMX BUAAX CMOPTA...

The banning of all — all! — athletes because of doping scandal, the reduction of the
representation of Russians in other sports...

O cnoprt, Tbl npourpan!
Oh sport, you've lost!

Using quotation marks to express doubt:

BoT BbIBOAbI “HE3aBUCUMON” KOMUCCUN.
Here are the conclusions of the "independent” Commission.

Glorification/victimization of Russian athletes/Paralympic athletes:

CrnopTvBHbIE UTPbl, NPUAYMaHHbIE YE/IOBEYECTBOM KaK asibTEPHATNBA BOEHHbIM
[eiCTBMAM, BCE Yalle CTAHOBATCA 3a/10XKHUKAMM UrP NOJUTUYECKMX.

Sports games invented by humanity as an alternative to military action, often
become hostages of political games.

...ydacTue naen ¢ orpaHMYeHHbIMN BO3MOMXKHOCTAMM B TaKUX COPEBHOBAHUAX — YXKe
camo no cebe HacToswWwaa nobeaa.

...the participation of people with disabilities in such competitions is a victory in
itself.
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A TO, YTO MHBA/NIMAOB CTABAT BO I/1aBY NOJMUTUKM, 3TO BOODOLLLE KOLLYHCTBO.
The fact that people with disabilities are used for political purposes, is a real
blasphemy.

FocnopuH KpeiiBeH, 0TBETbTE MHE Ha OAMH BONPOC: A B MUHBA/IMAHON KONACKE, Bbl B
WHBAZIMAHOMN KONACKE, Mbl APYT Apyra MOHUMAEM, KaK HUKTO APYroi, MoYyemy 1 3a 4To
Bbl HaC INLLIAeTe MeYTbl — Noy4YacTBOBaTh B Mapanumnuage?

Mr. Craven, answer my one question: I'm in a wheelchair, you're in a wheelchair, we
understand each other like no one else, why and for what reason do you deprive us of
a dream — to take part in the Paralympics?

Biased selection of quotes:

...13BecTHO co BpemeH leb66enbca, YTO B MONYNOKb HUKTO HE NOBEPUT, A B IOXKb

Yy 0BMLLHYIO NOBEPAT OXOTHO. fl AyMato, YTO 3TO BblNa YyAOBULLHAA NOXKb, U 3aBET
le66enbca BbINONHEH.

..it’'s well known since the time of Goebbels that no one will believe a half-lie, but a
monstrous lie would be readily believed in. I think it was a monstrous lie, in line with
Goebbels’ testament.

Promoting a fragmented view on Russia (East) and the West:

MHOIMX y>Ke 3aMy4nIn MHOTOUMCNEHHDbIE aTakKn Ha Poccuto n Kntali Bo Beex chepax,
rfie BCe OCTasIbHble CTPaHbl AKOObI MAEA/bHbI.

Many people are already tired of numerous attacks on Russia and China in all fields,
where the rest of the countries are supposedly perfect.

Onumnuaga B bpasunum npoluna nog 3HakoM HeHaBUCTU K Poccum.
The Olympic games in Brazil were marked by hatred of Russia.

Independent-ranked articles (Baltics, Finland)
Total 7 / 30,4% of the items

The independent items are collected from Estonia, Latvia and Finland. Articles in this
category strive to enlighten the reader with new information, background and critical
comment. An article headlined “The WADA-report about doping in Russia. The most
important of the 100-page long report: vanished samples, FSB, the ‘Duchess’ cocktail and
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Mutko’s participation” from Meduza.io is a good example of this. It presents the findings
of the WADA-report, points out important nuances about the credibility, but leaves it to
the reader to decide what to believe. In general, these articles highlight a variety of
views on the WADA-report and the future of Russian sports. They manage to keep a
professional distance, and do not present dogmatic views. That is why they are
categorized as independent.

Two articles represent a certain national-patriotic category underrepresented in the
amount of cases collected and two articles represent views/opinions that oppose the
general Russian hegemonic view in the news-coverage we find in the patriotic rated
articles. The Estonian article is characterized by an urge to hold up contemporary Russia
as a mirror of the Soviet regime using an emotional tone. The Lithuanian article can be
described as primarily informative, investigative and giving facts about the WADA-
report and Russian reactions to it, but in the same manner as the patriotic articles it
wants to show the reader where to put the blame.

The Lithuanian op-ed article by I. Marakaityte stands out from the primarily critical and
distanced attitude that dominates other articles in this category, as it is highly ironic in
its tone and message. The author points a finger at both Russia and Lithuania, targeting
the high level of corruption in both countries and apparent support or solidarity to each
other in matters like doping in sports and the involvement of officials on the highest
state-level.

Articles listed by headline and media

Headlines are translated from Russian, links compiled during the research period.

The WADA-report About Doping in Russia. The Most Important of the 100-page Long
Report: Vanished Samples, FSB, the “Duchess” Cocktail and Mutko’s Participation

Meduza.io
https://meduza.io/feature/2016/07/19/doklad-vada-o-dopinge-v-rossii-glavnoe

WADA: the Russian Authorities Systematically Covered up Doping in Sochi 2014
Ru.delfi.lt

http://ru.delfi.lt/sport/world /wada-vlasti-rossii-pokryvali-sistematicheskoe-primenenie-dopinga-
v-sochi-2014.d?id=71834386

Expert: the Doping Scandal May Turn out to the Benefit of Russian Sports
YLE Novosti Finland

http://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/novosti/ekspert_dopingovyi_skandal_mozhet_poiti_na_blago_rossiisko
mu_sportu/9036209
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Without Mutko and Putin. How the Russian team Filtered Through to the Olympic
Games in Rio de Janeiro
Spektr.press

http://spektr.press/bez-mutko-i-putina-kak-sbornaya-rossii-prosochilas-na-olimpiadu-v-rio-de-

zhanejro/

I. Makaraityte. We Welcome “Clean” Russian Athletes. And Russia. Congratulations
to the Victory!
Rus.delfi.lt

http://ru.delfi.lt/opinions/comments/imakarajtite-poprivetstvuem-chistyh-rossijskih-
sportsmenov-i-rossiyu-s-pobedoj.d?id=71912610

The Sports-Autocrat Putin Even Used the Doping Scandal as Self-promotion

Rus.postimees.ee
http://rus.postimees.ee/3786067 /olev-remsu-sportivnyj-samoderzhec-putin-dazhe-skandal-s-
dopingom-ispolzoval-dlja-samoreklamy

Russia Intends to Stop its Financial Contribution to WADA

Rus.err.ee
http://rus.err.ee/v/ccb60d2d-b8dd-4885-9303-f5176cca7846

Topics covered by the articles

e The WADA-report

e The doping procedures and doping problems in Russia

e Involvement of the FSB in the doping scandal

e Involvement of Russian authorities in the doping scandal
e Vladimir Putin and sport events

Main statements and conclusions

e Rodchenkov can be trusted as a specialist.

 Russian politicians were aware of the doping fraud.

e Sources reveal that the doping laboratory in Moscow was absolutely dependent
on the Russian state.

e The system (fraud with doping tests) was arranged in a way so that the Russian
state could go free if matters turned public, and all the blame could be placed on
the laboratory.

¢ According to Rodchenkov, the FSB and the laboratory were working together,
and the FSB took part in the exchange of tests at the OG in Sochi.
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e On one hand, the world critizes Russia and this draws attention to the country’s
activities, which includes sport. On the other hand, one must not diminsh the fact
that doping is a large problem in Russia.

« Did the personal relationship between Vladimir Putin and Thomas Bach influence
the IOC’s decision to let a large part of the Russian athletes participate in the OG in
Rio?

e WADA recommended the IOC to ban Russian athletes from OG in Rio.

e Putin dismisses high-rank officials, while Mutko remains in his office as minister
of sports.

e According to Rene Fazel, president of the International Hockey Committee, the
WADA-report contains incorrect information about the missing doping tests.

« State-level corruption connected to sports is not only a Russian trend, but it is
taking place in Lithuania as well.

e The president of National Olympic Committee of Lithuania welcomed the
decision to allow the participation of Russian athletes at the OG in Rio.

e [f the scandal had concerned another country, i.e. Hungary, there would not have
been this sort of hype and interest.

e The idea that sports are not connected to politics is long since dead.

e There’s no reason for Russia to contribute financially to an organisation with
whom it doesn’t work, but it is important to think about the consequences for the
athletes/sportsmen.

e Putin used the OG and the doping-scandal as self-promotion.

e Putin is an autocratic leader in line with Stalin and Brezhnev.

e Putin has chosen sport to be his PR-weapon.

Methods of influencing the reader, means and examples

Maintaining a professional and critical distance to the subject matter:

B UTOroBOM JOKYMEHTE IMYHO MHE XO4YeTcs BUAeTb 60/1ee OCHOBaTENbHblE
NOATBEPKAEHWA TOMY, O YEM FOBOPUTCA B lOKNAJeE.

In the final document I would personally like to see more convincing proof of what is
stated in the report.

- Poccuio KPUTUKYIOT B pasHbIX NIOCKOCTSAX... HO 3TO HE YMeHbLUaeT dpaKTa NpUCyTCTBUA
3TOl BbonbLOM Npobaembl B pOCCUIACKOM CriopTe.

- Russia has been criticised on different levels... but this does not diminish the fact
that this big problem exists in Russian sports.

The WADA-report as an artifact that articulates the relationship between
Russia and the West:
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...MHOru1e cnopHbie Bonpocobl, B Tom uncne ¢ WADA, pewaTtca B Havane 2017 roaa,
Korza HanagAaTcsa oTHoweHuA Poccun 1 3anaaa. J103yHr, Y4TO CNOPT BHE NOAUTUKM,
[laBHO YMep, 1 KaK TO/IbKO Yy HAaC NOBEPHETCA BEKTOP B3aMMOOTHOLLUEHUI ¢ 3anasiom B
MONOXKUTENBHYIO CTOPOHY, noBepbTe, WADA Hac BOCCTaHOBUT U BCe ByAeT HOPMabHO.
...many controversial issues, including WADA, will be regulated early in 2017, when
there will be better relations between Russia and the West. The idea that sports is not
connected politics died long ago, and as soon as we turn the vector of relations with
the West in a positive way, believe me, WADA will restore us and everything will be

fine.

B CpezHue Beka B EBpone 99 npoueHTOB Ntoaei 6bi1v rnyboKko BepyroLwmnmn, KotTopble
OTHOCWMAINCL K COMHeBatoWMMc 6e360XKHNKaM, KaK Mbl ceryac K negopunam.
Y6exaeHnsa B COBPeMeEHHOM Poccuu Aaneko He HAaCTONbKO GpaHaTUYHbI,
NoAAEPKUBAET NPE3UAEHTA HA YPOBHE NPOAO/IKAIOLLETOCA COKPALLEHNA Y KU3HEHHOTO
YPOBHS NMPUMeEpPHO 85 NPOLLEHTOB Hace/leHUs, HO CXOACTBO CTb.

In the Middle ages in Europe, 99 percent of the people were deeply religious and
treated those who belonged to the doubters as atheists, like we treat pedophiles now.
Beliefs in modern Russia are not so fanatical, support of the President, despite
continuing decline in living standards, is about 85 percent of the population, but
there are similarities.

BoT TyT 1 npoxoauT Bogopasaen mexay 3anagom u Poccveid. 3anas, HaumHas co
BpemeHu pedbopmaLimm, CTan NparmaTUYHO-UHAMBUAYANUCTUYECKUM. Poccua —
PENUTMO3HO-KONNEKTUBUCTCKON, TPMEAMHbIM HOrom KOTOPOro ABAAETCA rocyAapcTBo,
ero pykoBogmTesb 1 06Lan naeonorus.

Here is the watershed between the West and Russia. The West, starting from the time
of the reformation, became pragmatic and individualistic; Russia - religious and
collectivist, with the Holy Trinity represented by the state, its leader and common
ideology.

Connecting the doping system in Russia to the Russian leaders:

MockoBcKas abopatopus 6biaa abCoNOTHO 3aBMCMMA OT rocyapcTBa. ...Kak
OTMeYaeTcs B OKNAAE, CUCTEMY BbICTPOUIM TaKUM 06Pa3oM, YTO B C/ly4ae PacKpbITUs
MaxuHaumii ¢ npobamu, Bce MOXKHO 6bl10 CBaNUTbL Ha abopaTtopuio.

The Moscow laboratory was fully dependent on the state... as noted in the report, the
system was built in such a way that in case of revealing the fraud sample, only the lab
could be blamed.

41



Mpwv nocTynneHunn Ha paboTy B 1abopaToputo Mpuropmin PogueHkos nognucan
DAOKYMeHT o coTpyaHuyectse ¢ PCB ... OH A0/KEH BblN OTYUMTBIBATLCA NEpes, CBOUM
KypaToOpOM 13 CreLiC/yKbbl.

When applying for a job in a laboratory, Grigory Rodchenkov signed a document on
cooperation with the FSB ... He was supposed to report to his supervisor from FSB.

Corruption/fraud happens outside of Russia:

...JIMTOBL,bI BEPOATHO 6bINN Bbl HECMOCOBHbI CO34aTb rOCYAAPCTBEHHYIO CUCTEMY
COKPbITUA JOMNWHIA, HO METOAAMM CUCTEMATUYECKOTO KOPPYNUMOHHOTO OCBOEHUA
[LeHET y}Ke OBNlaZe/M ....

...the Lithuanians would probably have been unable to create a state system of
concealment of doping, but they have mastered the methods of the systematic
corruption of development money....

Ironic undertones:

Be3 MyTko u NytuHa. Kak cbopHan Poccum npocovnnacsk Ha Onmmnuaay B Pno-ae-
aHeipo

Without Mutko and Putin. How Russia managed to filter through to the Olympics in
Rio de Janeiro

...BOT YMHbIV 1 cnocobHbIli MyTUH Bce AenaeT B NnpasuabHoM nopsaake! Ewe pas 3a Bac,
BblAatowWwmiica Haw Bnagumup Bnagumumposmy!

...the intelligent and capable Putin is doing everything in the right order! One more
toast for our distinguished Vladimir Vladimirovich!

37K 33 oMMnMIACKME Mmeaanu cnefoBano 6bl NOBeCUTb Ha BaLy Weto, Bragumup
Bnagumuposuy.
These 33 Olympic medals should hang around your neck, Mr President.

Using the Soviet past pointing to parallels to contemporary Russia implying
an autocratic ‘tradition’:

CtanuH nonyumn bnarogapa passenKe aToMHyo 60mMbBy U MHOroe Apyroe, a HblIHeLWHAA
Poccua — oAMMNMIACKME Medann U MHOroe Apyroe...

Thanks to the intelligence services, Stalin got the atomic bomb and much more, and
today’s Russia - Olympic medals and much more...

Buaunte, BperkHeB Bbin TAaKOM HEYKIOXKNIN MYKUK Be3 KarebelwHoro o6pasoBaHusa, YTO
Hayan BOMHY B AdraHucTaHe nepes MOCKOBCKOM OAnMMNnaaoin...
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You see, Brezhnev was such a clumsy fool, without KGB training, so he started the
war in Afghanistan just before the Moscow Olympics...

Militaristic vocabulary:

BcnomHum fliogosuka X1V, KoTopbiit nogaepkmnsan Teatp n Monbepa, AnekcaHgp | v
Hukonan | - NywkuHa, noxorke, yto NyTMH caenan CBOMM Nuap-opymnem cnopt. Bo
Mma nobesbl HapoA NO3BONAET XUTPUTb, @ OCYLLLECTBIEHNE PA3HbIX Y10BOK — 3TO
cBATaA 06A3aHHOCTb Pa3BEAKM.

Remember Louis XIV, how he supported the theatre and Moliere; Alexander I and
Nicholas I did the same with Pushkin. It seems that Putin made sport his PR-weapon.
People accept cheating in the name of victory, and the implementation of various
tricks - that is the holy duty of the secret service.

- Hy uTo BbI, pebsTa, Bbl Npogenanv 6onblyto paboTy, 3a KoTopyto PoauHa Bac
6narofapuT, CKPOMHO roBopUT MNyTUH U A0BELLIMBAET NPUCYTCTBYHOLUM 3BE3404KM HA
MOrOHbl M OPAEHA Ha MYHAMPbI.

- Well guys, you did a great job, the Motherland is thankful, says Putin modestly and
puts new stars on the epaulets and medals on the uniforms.

Factual-ranked articles (Baltics, Finland)
Total 4 / 17.4% of the items

The material in this category consists mainly of informative news-bulletins striving to
present facts, with some quotes and use of sources relating to the doping-case. They
tend to summarize results or other existing information on the subject, leaving out
analysis or investigations. Generally this kind of news-coverage is published as unsigned
articles, simply as editorial material. The articles often put quotes in brackets, although
sometimes leaving out the source.

Articles listed by headline and media
Headlines are translated from Russian, links compiled during the research period.

WADA charged Russia with manipulation of doping-tests

YLE Novosti
http://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/novosti/wada_obvinilo_rossiyu_v_manipulyatsii_doping-probami/9034334

WADA accused the Russian authorities of concealing facts concerning doping among
Russian athletes at the 2014-Olympics

Obzor.It
http://www.obzor.lt/news/n21839.html
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Finnish experts support the ban of Russian athletes’ participation in the Olympic Games

YLE Novosti
http://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/novosti/finskie_eksperty_podderzhivayut_zapret_na_uchastie_rossiiskikh_leg

koatletov_v_olimpiade/9041444

Finnish experts are satisfied with 10C’s decision — ”Russian athletes should not be
collectively punished”
YLE Novosti

http://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/novosti/finskie_eksperty_dovolny_resheniem_mok_ rossiiskie_sportsmeny_n
e_ponesut_kollektivnogo_nakazaniya/9047965

Topics covered by the articles

e The WADA report

e The consequences of the WADA-report

e Doping at the Olympic Games

e The American documentary about doping in Russia

Main statements and conclusions

¢ [0C’s decision is somewhat surprising, but it is the right decision

e [t is a big step towards more honest and clean sports

e The decision by IOC is "reasonable”

e The decision by I0C is reasonable, considering that the international sports
federations know the athletes and their situation best of all, including the Russians.

Methods of influencing the reader, means and examples

Quotes/citations without source:

CornacHo oTyeTy, B AONUHIOBbIX MaxMHALLMAX KaKTUBHO nomorasno» n ®Cb.
According to the report, FSB "actively helped” with the doping fraud.

(...) BbIBLUNIA pyKOBOAWUTEIb @aHTUAONUHIOBOW NabopaTtopuu Mpuropuii PogueHkos
pa3paboTan cneumasnbHbIf KCTEPOUAHBIN KOKTEWNb» U3 3amnpeLLeHHbIX TPenapaTos 1
ankorons...

(-.) the ex-head of the anti-doping laboratory Grigoriy Rodchenkov developed a
special "steroid-cocktail” from illegal drugs and alcohol...

PeweHnem MOK Ha Onmumnuagy B Puo-ae-HKaHenpo byayT AonyweHbl K4YNCTble»
POCCUMNCKME CMOPTCMEHDI, 33 UCKAKUYEHUEM NIETKO- N TAXKENOATNETOB.
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10C’s decision on the Olympics in Rio will permit “clean” Russian athletes except
within athletics and weightlifting.

Quoting a well-known source:

12 mas raseta The New York Times co ccbinkoit Ha PoagyeHKoBa ony6/1MKoBasia matepuman C
YTBEPKAEHUAMM O TOM, YTO AECATKU POCCUMCKMX CMOPTCMEHOB, BKAOYaa 15 meaanncros
3umHelt Onumnuaabl 2014 roga 8 Couun, ynoTpebaanv AONUHT, @ 3KC-r1aBa MOCKOBCKOM
nabopartopmum nomoran NoAMeHATb 06pasLbl 4ONUHI-NPOD6.

On May 12 The New York Times, with reference to Rodchenkov, published an article with
allegations that dozens of Russian athletes, including 15 medalists from the winter
Olympics 2014 in Sochi, used doping, and that the former head of the Moscow lab helped
replace the samples of doping tests.
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CONCLUSION

Truth vs. truth

For anyone who has followed the development of journalism in post-Soviet Russia over
the last decades it is hard to deny that the situation for independent journalism and
freedom of speech has taken a turn for the worse. Our study of Russian speaking local
and regional media in North Western Russia and the neighbouring countries confirms
this trend. Although brief in time and limited to just one topic, the study reveals a very
lopsided media situation and a clear tendency towards politicized journalism,
sometimes bordering on propaganda.

In our rough classification of media content into patriotic-independent-factual an
overwhelming portion of the material falls under the heading of patriotic, i.e. defending
the official Russian position. The people interviewed and quoted for articles are mainly
of the same category, spokesmen for Russian official organizations or the
administration. Very few outside voices are heard, extremely few supporters of the so-
called MacLaren report, which is at the heart of the conflict over alleged massive,
government-supported doping in Russian sports. The media consumer is left with a very
limited chance of making an independent judgement based on the material offered by
the media.

There is also a qualitative level worth taking note of. As can be seen from quotes in our
study, the language used in these articles is in many cases not standard journalistic
jargon. It reminds you more of comments on social media, mixing insults with sweeping
generalizations. This can to some extent be explained - but not excused - by the strong
emotional context raised by the doping issue. The ban on some Russian athletes in the
Rio Olympics and all Russian athletes in the Paralympics is something that severely hurt
Russian national pride and made many Russians genuinely upset.

A clear result from our study is that the media bias is not just limited to the domestic
media in Russia. There is a similar predominance of pro-Russian patriotic reporting in
Russian language media accessible in the Baltics and the Nordic countries. In the Baltic
countries and in Finland there is some counterweight by more independent or public
service oriented media, but their reach seems to be much smaller than the Russia-
sponsored media. In the rest of Scandinavia - Sweden, Denmark and Norway - the
number of Russian-speaking media is so small and their reach so insignificant that we
have disregarded them in the in-depth part of this study.

In conclusion, it is hard to see this situation as existing on a ‘normal’, commercial media
market where the supply and demand of information is regulated simply by public
interest. The Russian speaking community - inside Russia and in the countries with
significant Russian minorities - is subject to an active media policy that is to a significant
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extent dependent on the will of the federal government in Russia. Influence over media
content is a corner stone in a policy under the present regime in Moscow where all
Russians - inside and outside the Russian Federation - are to some extent seen as
subjects in a greater Russian nation; in this context it is desirable that they should feel
patriotic or at least sympathetic toward the political course of the government in
Moscow.

The role of the journalist

The current situation in Russian media is clearly not positive for Russian journalists.
Their professional organizations do not support the current state of affairs, neither the
strong influence by state or local government financing of media, nor the pressure on
media outlets or individual journalists to show patriotism. Hundreds of journalists were
decorated by the government for their patriotism after the Russian annexation of
Crimea, a clear demonstration of how the Russian government wants to encourage a
very specific type of reporting.

It is hard to put the blame on individual journalists or their organizations for the current
state of Russian journalism. Not only are they under pressure from officials and often
the management of their own media outlets. There is also a strong current of patriotism
in the general public, which puts added pressure on journalists to conform. Some of that
pressure is also directly sponsored in the form of paid ‘Internet trolls’, who attack media
for being “anti-Russian” and accuse them of being “foreign agents” if they quote sources
critical of the official Russian position. They were clearly at work before and during the
Olympic Games and the Paralympics.

Local and regional media sometimes solve the problem of controversial subjects by
leaving such questions only to the federal media (state owned television is the dominant
source of news for most Russians). This can be noted also in our study, where for
example regional media in the Leningrad oblast (the region surrounding Saint
Petersburg) showed little interest in the hot topic of doping and focused on local and
regional content during our research period.

Some media choose to avoid the controversial side of the issue by reporting only factual
or neutral stories, where they offer quotes from both sides. This is not unique for Russia,
but often the only way for a small outlet with limited resources both in terms of
personnel and space, unable to tackle a complex question of national or international
importance. In the current situation, however, much of the best reporting in Russian
media is in fact done on the local and regional level, where there is room for professional
journalistic work, even investigative, as long as it doesn’t directly challenge the
presidential power.
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Yto genatb? - What can be done?

There is no easy way to influence or remedy the situation for Russian journalism today.
To some extent there is already a media war going on with new bodies being set up to
monitor and encourage media to counter the effect of Russian media, particularly in the
post-Soviet territories close to Russia and in the former Soviet client states in Eastern
Europe. It is doubtful that this will have any serious effect on the Russian speaking
community, which is always likely to choose Russian television or Russian media, simply
because they are more professional and offer a wider choice of material in terms of
entertainment - besides pro-Russian news.

The danger with this type of media outlets being set up (or at least sponsored) by EU
funding or other non-commercial means, is that they are easily dismissed by the Russian
side as propaganda. To some extent this harps back to the media war during the cold
war, when Voice of America and Radio Liberty (with US government funding) did a lot of
good reporting, but were on the whole ineffective against the Soviet state media.
Paradoxically, it was CNN, a commercial independent network, that played a much more
important role in the dying days of the USSR. Simply by setting an example of openness
and independence.

Today’s media world is far too complex for a simple war of truths to be won by either
side. Rather than building up artificial barriers or inventing new media outlets, the most
productive way is to work with our own journalistic standards and keep an open
dialogue with our Russian colleagues. We must trust our own skills and work to make
our media strong enough to defend professional journalism and build trust with the next
generation of media consumers. It's our own job to see to it that we have readers,
listeners and viewers, with an ability to distinguish between professional journalism
and fake journalism. Not easy, but it must be done.

With our Russian-speaking colleagues we need to build open fora, like Barents Press
International, which gathers journalists from the northern regions of Russia, Finland,
Sweden and Norway. We cannot tell Russian-speaking journalists how they should
work, we cannot tell them how their media should be managed, but we can have a
running discussion with them. This is probably more important at this time than it has
been before. We can share experiences, we can always learn something from each other,
and we should never forget that freedom of speech is not a given, it has to be fought for
and protected every day.

Namdo, Sweden October 2017
Malcolm Dixelius, project manager
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PART 2: MEDIA MAPPING

General structure of the study - geography
We divided the Russian language media into three groups according to their geography:

e Outlets in NW Russia (Arkhangelsk Oblast, Kaliningrad Oblast, Republic of
Karelia, Leningrad Oblast, Pskov Oblast, Murmansk Oblast, Saint Petersburg City).

e Qutlets in the five Nordic (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden) and the
three Baltic countries (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania) - the NB8 countries

e Media covering multiple countries.

We studied the media situation in NW Russia analysing each oblast, city or republic
separately to look for local specifics. We also studied the NB8 countries separately to see
if the status of Russian-language media differs between the countries. Finally we looked
at those media outlets that aim for a Russian-speaking audience in general over a larger
geographical area (either the Baltic states or all NB8).

Classification of media outlets

First it must be stated that this mapping of media outlets refers mainly to outlets that
publish material on the Internet. The study is made only from Internet material.

We decided to classify the outlets from their general journalistic and/or political
approach into three categories:

Patriotic outlets. This category refers to media that take a clear pro-Russian
stance as it is defined by the current Kremlin leadership when it comes to
controversial issues. We have in particular looked at the choice of interviewees
and the attitude of the journalists or commentators to see if there is a clear,
identifiable tendency in each media outlet.

Neutral outlets. This category refers to media that try to stay away from
controversial issues or chose to give a balanced view of a controversial issue
without showing any editorial preference. This is also the category for media
outlets with predominantly factual material.

Independent outlets. This category refers to media with a clear journalistic
approach to either engage in investigative journalism or offer a wide range of
opinions for the audience to choose from. Clearly oppositional media also fall into
this category.

Some neutral media outlets have been given a double classification to show that
there is a mixture of material that leans slightly toward the patriotic or independent.
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Immediate conclusions
Some conclusions can be drawn from the mapping, without going deeply into the
content.

1. Federal media dominate

[t is, for instance, clear that in the Russian North West, the federal media (TV in
particular) dominate the media scene completely when it comes to national and
international news. Local media (apart from a few opposition outlets) have a secondary
function only.

2. Strong independent voices

The exception is Saint Petersburg, where there are independent media voices strong
enough to present an alternative version of a story for a fairly large audience. The
footprint of these media also reaches outside of the city, particularly into the Leningrad
Oblast.

3. Battlefield Baltics

A second conclusion is that the real battlefield for the current war between media
outlets for the Russian-speaking public is in the Baltic states and to some extent in
Finland. Those countries have most contact with Russia, they have the largest Russian-
speaking minorities and they have the greatest variety of Russian-language media. This
is also where the Russian government has concentrated its efforts to propagate its
world-view to compatriots living outside Russia.

4. Low interest

There is clearly less effort being made to reach Russian speakers in Sweden, Norway,
Denmark and Iceland. The presence of indigenous Russian-language media is
insignificant in those countries. The Russian-speaking minorities carry no political
weight and the interest in Russian affairs is also limited among the majority populations.
These countries are targeted almost exclusively through the English language TV
channel RT.
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OVERALL TABLE OF MEDIA OUTLETS IN THE STUDY
Number of media outlets in the three categories:

Region B V| Total
or country Patriotic Neutral Independent
Arkhangelsk Oblast 10 13 3 26
Kaliningrad Oblast 8 14 3 25
Republic of Karelia 10 6 6 22
Leningrad Oblast 6 9 1 16
Pskov Oblast 8 6 4 18
Murmansk Oblast 10 11 2 23
Saint Petersburg City | 16 18 5 39
Total NW Russia 68 77 24 169
Estonia 2 8 2 12
Latvia 3 13 6 22
Lithuania 3 4 1 8
Denmark 1 1 2
Finland 12 12
Iceland 0
Norway 1 3 4
Sweden 3 3 6
Pan-NB8 10 9 1 20
Total NB8 23 53 10 86
Grand Total 91 130 34 255
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NW RUSSIA

News for Russian audiences in NW Russia

Arkhangelsk Oblast

Arkhangelsk Oblast is the largest province in all of Europe, located in the far north of
European Russia on the Arctic Sea. It includes the Arctic archipelagos of Franz Josef’s
Land and Novaya Zemlya. Huge areas within the oblast are a border security zone.

Capital: Arkhangelsk (350,000 inhabitants)

Area: 588,474 km?

Population: 1,200,000 (2012)

International: Member of Barents Euro-Arctic Council (BEAC), Barents Region
Council and Kolarctic.

Until Saint Petersburg was founded in 1703 as Russia’s ‘Window to the West’,
Arkhangelsk was the most important port for Russian trade with Europe.
Industrialization was a slow process in this northern region, but during the Soviet
period the Arkhangelsk region regained some importance with a well-developed forest
industry and shipbuilding, including the strategically important shipyards Sevmash and
Zvezdochka. The Russian space programme has a key launch centre in Plesetsk, located
near the town of Mirny.

After the fall of the Soviet Union, the economic crisis struck Arkhangelsk Oblast badly.
The population is in decline, especially in rural areas. Many villages have simply been
abandoned, others are on the verge of disappearing.

Media landscape

The media landscape in Arkhangelsk Oblast leaves the impression of being mostly local,
with little contact with the rest of the world. Although the region is involved in a number
of big Northern projects (of national significance), there is scant mention of this in the
media. Local events, local economics and politics take up most of the coverage, with the
rest devoted to federal events and some international news.

Generally, media outlets in the region tend to be loyal to Moscow with a patriotic
tendency in their reporting. A few more independent voices have recently joined in a
media association Volnoe Delo (including RusNord, Ekho Severa, Pravda Severo-Zapada
and ArkhSvoboda). They contain material critical to both federal and local authorities,
but pay little attention to international issues.

Mapping of media in Arkhangelsk Oblast
(URLs as of September 2017)
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REGIONAL EDITIONS OF FEDERAL PRINT/WEB MEDIA

AprymeHTbl u ®akrtbl / Argumenty i Fakty
http://www.arh.aif.ru/
Weekly newspaper and magazines; several regional, city editions; website.
Patriotic.

Poccuiickan laserta /Rossiyskaya Gazeta
https://rg.ru/region/szfo/arkhan/
Federal daily (in 44 cities) or weekly (in 47 cities) newspaper and Internet portal
provides federal, regional, international news.
Patriotic.

Komcomonbckas Mpasaa / Komsomolskaya Pravda
https://www.arh.kp.ru
News portal - federal, regional and international editions. Provides local, regional,
international news. Includes Radio Komsomolskaya Pravda, streaming and download -
Patriotic.

be3 ®opmara /Bez Formata
http://arhangelsk.bezformata.ru/
Aggregates local /regional news and information from several sources - news sites,
newspapers, information agencies, administration, local government etc.
Neutral.

MK (Mockosckuit Komcomoneu) / MK (Moskovskiy Komsomolets)
http://www.arh.mk.ru
Federal weekly newspaper Moskovskiy Komsomolets with regional and international
Internet portals. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. Website also offers
video (http://tv.mk.ru/) and links to a hunters’ section http://www.ohotniki.ru/,
womans’ section http://www.womanhit.ru/, and a motors’ section
http://www.avtovzglyad.ru/.
Neutral/independent.

INTERNET PORTALS

OsuHa-UHPopm / Dvina-Inform
http://www.dvinainform.ru/
Founded 2003. Privately owned. Provides local, federal, international news.
Patriotic.

MA BenomopkaHan / IA Belomorkanal
http://tv29.ru/
Provides local, federal, international news.
Patriotic.
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9xo Cesepa / Ekho Severa
http://www.echosevera.ru/
+ newspaper Pravda Severo-Zapada (PDF download - http://www.echosevera.ru/psz/).

Privately owned by Agenstvo Brat’ev Mukhomorovykh.
Neutral /Patriotic.

WA PervoH 29 / IA Region 29
http://region29.ru/
Provides local news.
Neutral.

News29.ru
http://www.news29.ru/
Provides local news. Users can upload photos and video of events.
Neutral.

Mpecca29 / Pressa29
http://pressa29.ru/
Founded 2000 by Press and Media Agency of Arhangelsk Oblast. Information portal for
more than 20 regional outlets and information agencies.
Neutral.

29.ru
http://29.ru/
Founded 2001 as a part of the Cities Sites Network project http://rugion.ru/.
Provides local news. Traffic - about 440,000 visitors per month.
Neutral.

MA ApxaHrenbckue Ussectua / IA Arkhangelskie lzvestia
http://www.izvestia29.ru/
Provides local, federal news.
Neutral.

WA PycHopgp / IA RusNord
http://www.rusnord.ru/
Founded 2003. Provides local, federal news; analysis.
Neutral/independent.

ApxCsob6oaa / ArkhSvoboda
http://arhsvoboda.ru/
Founded 2009. “Aimes to establish a civil society in Russia”
(http://arhsvoboda.ru/?page_id=5). Includes TV channel Arkh TV.
Independent.

7X7 Arhangelsk
http://7x7-journal.ru/arkhangelsk/
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The oblast version of independent project 7x7 Horizontal Russia, aimed at provincial
cities and regions. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. The purpose is to
cover the provincial regions of the North-West, the Center, the Volga region and the
Urals, creating horizontal communities of active bloggers everywhere in order to involve
the civil society in cooperation.

Independent.

3akKc.py / Zaks.ru - Political Life of North-West
https://www.zaks.ru/
Founded 2002 by the company Meaua. C-I16.
Reaches an audience in all of NW Russia. Regional news section for Arkhangelsk Oblast:
https://www.zaks.ru/new/archive/list/0-5-0
Independent.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

ID Dvina, publishers of 3 newspapers available in PDF-format:
ApxaHrenbck / Arkhangelsk
HosopasuHckuii Pabounii / Novodvinskiy Rabochiy
Y benoro Mopsa / U Belogo Morya
http://dvina29.ru/
Patriotic.

Bakckuit Kpait / Vazhskiy Kray
http://www.vk-gazeta.ru/
Founded 1918 (re-registered 1991). Shenkursk region weekly newspaper, Internet
portal. Provides local, federal, international news and historical reviews. Circulation
about 4,000.
Patriotic.

Npaspa Cesepa + TenekaHan NC / Pravda Severa + Telekanal PS
http://pravdasevera.ru/, http://pravdasevera.ru/tvps
Founded 1918. Provides local, federal, international news. Internet portal, online TV
channel and newspaper published 5 days a week; circulation 22,000.
Patriotic.

Bu3Hec-Kknacc akcnpecc ApxaHrenbck / Business-class express Arkhangelsk
http://bclass.ru/
Founded 1998. Provides local business news. Internet portal and weekly paper,
circulation 10,000.
Neutral.

BeuepHuit CesepoasuHcK / Vecherniy Severodvinsk
http://www.vdvsn.ru/gazety/vecherniy_severodvinsk/ - Severodvinsk City weekly
newspaper in PDF format.

CeBepHasn Hegensa / Severnaya Nedelya
http://www.vdvsn.ru/ - Internet portal. Provides daily local news.
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Commercial, private. Founded by Publishing House Severnaya Nedelya.
Neutral.

Benbckue Bectu / Velskie Vesty
http://www.velskie-vesti.ru/
Founded 1917 (re-registered 1991). Velsk regional weekly newspaper and Internet
portal. Provides local, federal news; analysis. Circulation 8,900.
Neutral.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

ITPK Nomopbe / GTRK Pomorie
http://www.pomorie.ru/
State-official TV and radio via Internet. Available in Arhangelsk oblast and the Nenets
district.
Patriotic.

Csoii PernoH / Svoy Region
http://svoyregion.tv/
Streaming television and Internet portal run by the TV company of Severodvinsk.
Patriotic.

CTB / STV
http://stv-online.ru/
The first independent TV of Severodvinsk. Founded 2009, privately owned by the
company STV (Sever TV). Internet portal gives access to the online radio station Ekho
Moskvy Severodvinsk.
Neutral.

Kaliningrad Oblast

Kaliningrad Oblast is the westernmost administrative region of Russian Federation. It is
located on the coast of the Baltic Sea, bordering on Lithuania and Poland, i.e. surrounded
by NATO and EU members.

Capital: Kaliningrad (460,000 inhabitants)

Area: 15,125 km?

Population: 86,261

International: Russian base for The Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS)

The territory was formerly part of East Prussia (Germany); annexed by the Soviet Union

after the WWIIL. The German-speaking population was expulsed and replaced by Soviet
citizens. Cities, suburbs, even rivers and lakes were given new, Russian names. With the
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dissolution of the Soviet Union, Kaliningrad Oblast became an exclave, separated from
the Russian republic by Lithuania and Belarus.

Even though the region’s export-orientated economy suffered from the latest anti-
Russian sanctions, the oblast still participates in a number of European programs and is
still heavily dependent on trade with EU countries. For some time, there was a ferry line
between Sweden and Kaliningrad. At present, the only direct ferry lines from
Kaliningrad to the EU go to Poland and Germany.

Media landscape

Because of its geographical isolation, Kaliningrad is considered ‘the first candidate for
separation’ from Russia. That is why federal authorities are strongly concerned about
separatist ideas in the region and pay much attention to patriotic propaganda. Regional
media are under strong federal control.

There are about 400 media outlets registered in the oblast, but there is not a single
oppositionist voice. Most of media try to be neutral and focus on local topics.

Being a close neighbour to the Baltic states, Kaliningrad Oblast is also an outpost for the
Russian information war against the West. Some outlets, like Rubaltic.ru, directly
address a Russian-speaking audience in EU countries, with continuous criticism of
NATO, EU and the US. Rubaltic.ru regularly publishes reviews of the political situation in
the Baltic countries, often with negative connotations.

Mapping of media in Kaliningrad Oblast
(URLs as of September 2017)

REGIONAL EDITIONS OF FEDERAL PRINT/WEB MEDIA

AprymeHTbl u ®akrtbl / Argumenty i Fakty
http: //www.Klg.aif.ru
Weekly newspaper and magazines; several regional, city editions; website.
Patriotic.

Poccuiickan laserta /Rossiyskaya Gazeta
https://rg.ru/region/szfo/kalinobl/
Federal daily (in 44 cities) or weekly (in 47 cities) newspaper and Internet portal
provides federal, regional, international news.
Patriotic.

Komcomonbckas Mpasaa / Komsomolskaya Pravda
https://www.kaliningrad.kp.ru
News portal - federal, regional and international editions. Provides local, regional,
international news. Includes Radio Komsomolskaya Pravda, streaming and download -
Patriotic.
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be3 ®opmara /Bez Formata
http://kaliningrad.bezformata.ru/
Website aggregates local /regional news and information from several sources - news
sites, newspapers, information agencies, administration, local government etc.
Neutral.

MK (Mockosckuit Komcomoneu) / MK (Moskovskiy Komsomolets)
http://www. mk-kaliningrad.ru
Federal weekly newspaper Moskovskiy Komsomolets with regional and international
Internet portals. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. Website also offers
video (http://tv.mk.ru/) and links to a hunters’ section http://www.ohotniki.ru/,
womans’ section http://www.womanhit.ru/, and a motors’ section
http://www.avtovzglyad.ru/.
Neutral/independent.

INTERNET PORTALS

Knonc.ru / Klops.ru
https://klops.ru/
Provides local news and news about ‘neighbours’. Reaches an audience of 50-70,000 per
day; 135,000 subscribers on social media. Includes web video:
https://klops.ru/video_reports
Patriotic.

Rubaltic.Ru
http://www.rubaltic.ru/
Founded in 2013 by scientists from the Baltic Federal University. Aimed at Russian-
speaking audiences in Russia, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, Moldova, Ukraine,
Finland, Great Britain and Ireland.
Patriotic.

NewsBalt
http://newsbalt.ru/
Founded 2011. Aimed at a Russian-speaking audience in Poland, Germany, Denmark,
Sweden, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Russia. Provides news; analysis.
“Represents Baltic and Eastern European cooperation from the Russian point of view”
(statement from newsbalt web site).
Patriotic.

AiHTapHbIi Octpos / Yantarniy Ostrov
https://yaostrov.ru/
Founded 2012. Provides local, international news.
Patriotic.

HWA Kanunuurpag / NIA Kaliningrad
http://39rus.org/
Provides local, international news; analysis.
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Patriotic/neutral.

Hosbiii Kanununrpaa.ru / New Kaliningrad.ru
https://www.newkaliningrad.ru/
Founded 2013. The approximate proportion of local/Baltic/federal topics is 60/20/20
(own information). Visitors (according to newkaliningrad website) - more than 55,000
per day.
Neutral.

Kanunuurpaga.ru / Kaliningrad.ru
http://kgd.ru/
Provides local and Polish news. Focuses on cross-border partnerships. Kgd.ru has a
correspondent in Poland.
Neutral.

Rugrad.eu
http://rugrad.eu/
Provides local, international news; analysis.
Neutral.

Freekaliningrad.ru
http://freekaliningrad.ru/
Founded 2012. Provides local, international news. Free access for publishing
information (so called ‘folk news’").
Neutral.

AiHtapHbiii Kpaii / Yantarniy Kray
http://kaliningradfirst.ru/
Founded 2006. Provides local, some international news.
Neutral.

Pycckuit 3anapg, / Russkiy Zapad
http://ruwest.ru/
Provides local, some international news.
Neutral.

PBEK/RBK
http://kaliningrad.rbc.ru/kaliningrad/
The leading multimedia holding company in Russia, operating on the Internet with
television and press segments. RBK is a leader among news and business media, as well
as for registration and hosting.
Regional versions in Saint Petersburg and Kaliningrad Oblast.
Neutral.

7X7 Kaliningrad
https://7x7-journal.ru/kaliningrad/
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The oblast version of independent project 7x7 Horizontal Russia, aimed at provincial
cities and regions. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. The purpose is to
cover the provincial regions of the North-West, the Center, the Volga region and the Urals,
creating horizontal communities of active bloggers everywhere in order to involve the civil
society in cooperation.

Independent.

3akc.py / Zaks.ru
https://www.zaks.ru/
Founded 2002 by the company Meaua. C-II6.
Reaches an audience in all of NW Russia. Regional news section for Kaliningrad Oblast.:
https://www.zaks.ru/new/archive/list/0-7-0
Independent.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

[BopHuk / Dvornik
http://www.dvornik.ru/
Provides local news. Reaches161,840 readers per week. Free newspaper published once
a week. Circulation 104,400.
Patriotic.

Kanunurpaackas MNpasaa / Kaliningradskaya Pravda
http://www.kaliningradka.ru
Founded 1946. Provides local news and news from neighbouring countries.
Patriotic/neutral.

CrpaHa Kanunuurpag / Strana Kaliningrad
http://strana39.ru/
Founded 1999. Provides local news. Internet portal and weekly newspaper. PDF
download. Links to Klops.ru (see above)
Neutral.

Hosblie Koneca / Novye Kolesa
http://www.rudnikov.com/
Weekly newspaper and website belonging to regional MP Igor Rudnikov.
Provides local politics; mouthpiece for the owner.
Neutral/independent on the local level.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

Baltic Plus
http://www.balticpl.ru/
FM station, website offers live streaming. Provides local news.
Neutral.
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TPK Kackag / TRK Kaskad
http://www.kaskad.tv/
Founded 1991. Live TV, streaming and video-reports. Includes radio stations Evropa
Plus and Monte Karlo. A partner of Kaliningrad.ru (see above). Provides local, European
news.
Independent.

Republic of Karelia

The Republic of Karelia is located between the basins of the White Sea and the Baltic Sea.
The republic has a 723 km long border with Finland.

Capital: Petrozavodsk (275,000 inhabitants)

Area: 172,400 km?

Population: 640,000 (2010)

International: Member of the Assembly of European Regions (AER), the
Barents/Euro-Arctic Regional Council and Euregio Karelia uniting the Republic of
Karelia with three regions in Finland.

Finnish-speaking people have dominated the region throughout modern history, either
under Swedish or Russian rule. A large part of today’s Republic of Karelia became a part
of Finland, when the country gained independence in 1917. After WWII a new border
was established between Finland the Soviet Union and since then Finns are in a minority
within the present borders of the Karelian republic. Many Russian-speakers moved into
the region during the second half of the 20th century, a number of Finnish-speaking
families emigrated to Finland.

The Karelian question is still sensitive in Finland, but there is nonetheless important
cross-border cooperation. One third of the exports from the Karelian Republic go to
Finland and there is significant Finnish investment in the Karelian industry.

In 2015 there was an open conflict in Karelia between the liberal opposition party
Yabloko and the Head of the Republic, Alexander Hudilainen (Edinaya Rossia), who was
accused of corruption. Yabloko tried to have Hudiliainen removed from office and there
was a large public rally in support of this demand. The opposition lost the battle,
Hudiliainen remains in office. Instead, the independent Petrozavodsk Mayor, Galina
Shirshina, was forced to resign.

Media landscape

The media landscape in the Republic of Karelia is notably politicized. There are both
pro-Kremlin patriotic media outlets and a variety of independent or oppositionist
publications. About 80 percent of the information is published directly on the Internet.
As a result of this information war in Karelia there have been numerous cases of
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newspapers having to close down or having certain editions confiscated by the
authorities.

The web-TV channel Sampo and the online portal Respublika are among the most
popular pro-Kremlin media. They sometimes indulge in Soviet time nostalgia or material
criticizing the actions of the Finnish troops, when they were trying to retake Karelia
during WWIL. Although generally patriotic, they can also publish material critical against
local leaders.

The most important independent media are Karelskaya Gubernya, Stolitsa na Onego, a
new website Chernika and business internet-newspaper Vesty Kareliy.

Mapping of media in the Republic of Karelia
(URLs as of September 2017)

REGIONAL EDITIONS OF FEDERAL PRINT/WEB MEDIA

AprymeHTbl u ®akrtbl / Argumenty i Fakty
http: //www.karel.aif.ru
Weekly newspaper and magazines; several regional, city editions; website.
Patriotic.

Poccuiickan laserta /Rossiyskaya Gazeta
https://rg.ru/region/szfo/karelia/
Federal daily (in 44 cities) or weekly (in 47 cities) newspaper and Internet portal
provides federal, regional, international news.
Patriotic.

Komcomonbckas Mpasaa / Komsomolskaya Pravda
(https://www.kp.ru - no regional edition)
News portal - federal, regional and international editions. Provides local, regional,
international news. Includes Radio Komsomolskaya Pravda, streaming and download.
Patriotic.

be3 ®opmara /Bez Formata
http://petrozavodsk.bezformata.ru/
Aggregates local/regional news and information from several sources — news sites,
newspapers, information agencies, administration, local government etc.
Neutral.

MK (Mockosckuit Komcomoneu) / MK (Moskovskiy Komsomolets)
http://www.karel.mk.ru
Federal weekly newspaper Moskovskiy Komsomolets with regional and international
Internet portals. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. Website also offers
video (http://tv.mk.ru/) and links to a hunters’ section http://www.ohotniki.ru/,
womans’ section http://www.womanhit.ru/, and a motors’ section
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http://www.avtovzglyad.ru/.
Neutral/independent.

INTERNET PORTALS

NMeTtpo3asoack CerogHa / Petrozavodsk Segodnya
http://ptoday.ru/
Internet portal. Provides local news and politics.
Patriotic.

Kapenusa opuymansvHasn / Karelia official
http://www.gov.karelia.ru
Official Internet portal of Republic of Karelia. Provides local news.
Patriotic.

NMonutuka Kapenum / Politica Karelii
http://politika-karelia.ru/
Internet portal run by the Center for Political and Social Research. Provides news;
analysis.
Patriotic.

Pecnybauka / Respublika
http://rk.karelia.ru/

News and multimedia portal. Founded by the Information Agency Republic of Karelia.

Mostly local news, multimedia projects and in-depth specials (example:
http://rk.karelia.ru/category/special-projects/nasha-vojna/). Portal also links to
internet-tv channel Sampo (below).

Patriotic/Neutral.

MeTtpo3asoack Nrosopurt / Petrozavodsk Govorit
http://ptzgovorit.ru/
Internet portal with a wide range of sections - politics, economy, society etc. Presents
video and audio. Provides local news. Founded 2010. Publisher Nika-press.
Neutral.

Fy6epHua / Gubernia daily
http://gubdaily.ru/
Internet portal run by Karelskaya Gubernia. Provides news; analysis.
Neutral/independent towards the local authorities.

Bectn Kapenum / Vesti Karelii
http://vesti.karelia.ru/
Business online-newspaper founded in 2007. Provides news; analysis.
Independent, with a focus on economical material..
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YepHukKa / Chernika
http://mustoi.ru/
Privately owned “online-magazine for a sharper socio-political vision” (statement on
website). Provides news; political analysis.
Independent.

Cronmuya Ha OHero / Stolitsa na Onego
http://stolicaonego.ru/
Online-newspaper. Provides local news; analysis.
Independent.

7X7 Karelia
https://7x7-journal.ru/karelia/
The oblast version of independent project 7x7 Horizontal Russia, aimed at provincial
cities and regions. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. The purpose is to
cover the provincial regions of the North-West, the Center, the Volga region and the Urals,
creating horizontal communities of active bloggers everywhere in order to involve the civil
society in cooperation.
Independent.

3aKc.py / Zaks.ru
https://www.zaks.ru/
Founded 2002 by the company Meaua. C-II6.
Reaches an audience in all of NW Russia. Regional news section for Rep. of Karelia:
https://www.zaks.ru/new/archive/list/0-8-0
Independent.

Rep.ru
http://www.rep.ru/
Founded 1997 by the company 00O Guberniya (Petrozavodsk). Rep.ru describes itself:
“It is enough to visit Rep.ru once a day to stay on top of news, current themes, and
internet trends” (https://rep.ru/pages/about/).
Independent.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Kapenusa / Karelia
http://www.gov.karelia.ru/Karelia/
Newspaper founded 1992 by the Goverment of the Republic Karelia and the Regional
Parliament of the Republic of Karelia. Published twice a week. Weekly circulation:
20,000. Website; archive.
Patriotic (official).

Kapenundopm / Karelinform
http://karelinform.ru/
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News Agency, Internet portal and printed newspaper. Founded 2004 by the information
agency Karelinform. Provides news; analysis.
Patriotic.

TBP-NaHopama / TVR-Panorama

Founded 1992 by publishing house PetroPress and TV-company Nika (both in
Petrozavodsk). Provides local news. Issued weekly, circulation up to 42,000 copies.
Not available online.

Cesep / Sever
http://sever-journal.ru/
Literary and political journal. Founded 1940; re-founded 1991 by the Goverment of
Republic of Karelia and the Karelian Union of Writers. Monthly journal. Circulation 1200.
Neutral.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

ITPK Kapenusa / GTRK Karelia
http://tv-karelia.ru/ + Radio Karelii.
Founded 1959. Karelian branch of the All-Russia State Television and Radio
Broadcasting Company VGTRK. Channels Rossiya 1, Rossiya 24 and Radio Rossii.
Potential audience - about 1 million people in Republic of Karelia, Leningrad Oblast,
Murmansk Oblast, Eastern Finland.
Patriotic.

Camno / Sampo
http://sampo.tv/
Founded 2011. The First 24-hour tv-channel in Karelia. Available via cable and online.
Provides news and analysis. Run by the Information Agency Republic of Karelia. Links to
Respublika.
Patriotic.

Leningrad Oblast

Leningrad oblast was named after the city of Leningrad. It is administered from Saint
Petersburg, but the city and the oblast are separate entities within the Russian
Federation. The oblast spans across the Finnish gulf and overlaps the historic region of
Ingria bordering with Finland in the north-west and Estonia in the south-west.

Capital: Saint Petersburg (not part of Leningrad Oblast)
Area: 85,300 km?

Population: 1,733,000 (2012)

International: See Saint Petersburg.
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Historically the population in this region was mainly Baltic and Finnish, the territory
being alternately under Swedish or Novgorod rule from medieval times. After the Great
Northern War (1700-1721) the region became a part of Russia under Peter the Great.

There are several science and high-tech institutions located in the oblast including the
Petersburg Nuclear Physics Institute in the city of Gatchina. The Nord Stream natural gas
pipeline runs on the seafloor from the city of Vyborg in the western part of Leningrad
Oblast to Germany. It passes through the Economic Zones of Finland, Sweden, Denmark
and Germany.

There is direct investment in the oblast from several EU countries (especially Finland),
particularly for innovative and ecological projects and in infrastructure. Cross-border
traffic between Leningrad Oblast and Finland is intense and many Russians own
vacation homes in Finland.

Media landscape

Saint Petersburg news outlets dominate in Leningrad Oblast, being easily accessible all
over the territory and covering topics of common interest. This is the reason why the
oblast media scene consists of a modest thirty titles, mostly focusing on local problems
and keeping away from big politics and international news. The exception is Vyborg
local media, which regularly publish news from Finland. Many small newspapers are not
represented on the Internet.

The National Festival for Regional Media is an annual event hosted by Leningrad Oblast.
In 2015 the festival was devoted to discussions about how to survive the crisis and
remain independent while being dependent on financial support from the state. One of
the suggested solutions was to provide more local information, in an active dialogue
with the readership.

Mapping of media in Leningrad Oblast
(URLs as of September 2017)

REGIONAL EDITIONS OF FEDERAL PRINT/WEB MEDIA

Poccuiickan laserta /Rossiyskaya Gazeta
https://rg.ru/region/szfo/lenoblast/
Federal daily (in 44 cities) or weekly (in 47 cities) newspaper and Internet portal
provides federal, regional, international news.
Patriotic.

be3 ®opmara /Bez Formata
http://lenoblast.bezformata.ru/
Aggregates local /regional news and information from several sources - news sites,
newspapers, information agencies, administration, local government etc.
Neutral.

INTERNET PORTALS
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NenuHrpaackana obnactb / Leningradskaya Oblast
http://www.lenobl.ru/
The official Internet site of the oblast administration. Provides official information and
local news.
Patriotic.

FatumHa24 / Gatchina24
http://gatchinaZ24.ru/
Local news site including materials from the newspaper Gatchinskaya Pravda.
Neutral.

47news.ru
http://47news.ru/
Founded 2005. Provides local news; news about Finland.
Independent/Neutral.

3akc.py / Zaks.ru - Political Life of North-West
https://www.zaks.ru/
Info-analytical portal founded 2002 by the company 000 Media S-Pb. News about
political life of the North-Western region. Regional news section for Leningrad Oblast:
https://www.zaks.ru/new/archive/list/0-2-0
Independent.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Bectu / Vesti
http://www.vesty.spb.ru/
Founded 1990 as the main newspaper of the oblast and mouthpiece of the Leningrad
Oblast government. Published 5 days a week. Circulation more than 60,000. Vesty.spb.ru
is the newspaper’s online edition. PDF download; archive.
Patriotic.

Napora / Ladoga
http://www.ladoga-news.ru/
Founded 1978 (re-registered in 1991). The main newspaper of Kirovskiy district.
Website and printed newspaper. Published 2 days a week. Circulation 4,500.
Patriotic.

BocrouHblii Beper / Vostochniy Bereg
http://vostbereg.ru/
Founded 1996. Newspaper for Kingisepp, Ivangorod and Kingisepp District. Printed
newspaper and PDF download. Circulation 13,000.
Patriotic.
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Bonxosckue Orum / Volhovskiye Ogni
http://volhovogni.ru/
Founded 1919 (re-registered 2000). Weekly newspaper; circulation 4,000 copies.
PDF download.
Patriotic with religious slant.

Mask / Mayak
http://www.mayak.sbor.net/
Portal and free newspaper from Sosnovy Bor, covering the whole oblast. Published 2
days a week. Website contains TV http://mayaksbor.ru/tv/ - and digital archive.
Circulation 25,000 copies (including 5,000 subscribers).
Neutral.

Bbi6opr / Vyborg
http://gazetavyborg.ru/
Online and printed newspaper. Founded 1940 (re-registered in 1990). Covers politics,
economy, business, transport, real estate, etc. + information from Finland. Vyborg and
Vyborgsky region.
Neutral.

Llapckocenbckas raseta / Tsarskoselskaya Gazeta
http://pushkin.ru/news/carskoselskay-gazeta
Weekly newspaper and website from Pushkino. Founded in 1906 (re-registered in
1983).
Not updated since april 2016
Neutral.

Bbi6oprckue Beaomoctu / Vyborgskie Vedomosty
http://vyborg-press.ru/
Founded 1996. News portal and printed weekly newspaper; circulation 8,000 copies.
Read the archived issues online (no PDF download).
Independent/neutral.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

NeHunrpapackaa ObnactHaa Tenekomnanua (/10T) / Leningradskaya Oblastnaya
Telecompanya (LOT)
http://47channel.ru/
Founded 1996. A local web portal and TV company covering Saint Petersburg and
Leningrad Oblast. Broadcasting daily in the morning on the Pyatiy Kanal (Channel 5) and
evenings via cable. Started broadcasting via satellite in April 2014.
Neutral.

BanTtuiickuii beper / Baltiyskiy Bereg
http://bb.sbor.net/
Local news from Sosnovy Bor provided via FM and streaming.
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Neutral.

Murmansk oblast

Murmansk Oblast is located in the northwestern part of Russia, mostly north of the
Arctic Circle on the Kola Peninsula. It borders with Finland and Norway and is washed
by the Barents Sea in the north and the White Sea in the south and east.

Capital: Murmansk (305,000 inhabitants)

Area: 144,900 km?

Population: 835,000 (2010)

International: Member of Barents Euro-Arctic Council (BEAC), Barents Region
Council and Kolarctic.

Murmansk Oblast is very rich in natural resources and the economy is export-oriented.
The fishing industry plays a significant role. The Arctic Sea shelf is known to hold large
oil and gas reserves, but due to falling prices on fossil fuels and lack of investment, the
development has come to a halt. The ice-free port of Murmansk is of crucial importance
for Russia both for civilian maritime transport and for the Russian Navy.

The oblast is part of the Sapmi nation, which spans over Russia, Norway, Finland and
Sweden, although most of the indigenous Sami population have migrated from Kola to
Finland. The Barents Regional Cooperation opened in 1993 with Murmansk oblast as a
partner and the region takes part in other fora for international cooperation in the
Arctic.

Media landscape

A number of small regional newspapers in Murmansk Oblast are not represented on the
Internet. One explanation is that they are closely associated with the military and
therefore under restrictions about what to publish and where the material can be read.

Most news portals focus on local information, but some also cover international events,
particularly from the neighboring countries, Norway and Finland, as well as topics
concerning the Barents cooperation and Arctic affairs.

The information agency Severpost.ru is rated to be the most popular by a Russian
institute called Medialogia. Its articles and reports on political subjects seem to strive for

a balanced or neutral position, but at times there is material that seems to indicate a
more independent or oppositionist stance.

Mapping of media in Murmansk Oblast

(URLs as of September 2017)

REGIONAL EDITIONS OF FEDERAL PRINT/WEB MEDIA
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AprymeHTbl u ®akrtbl / Argumenty i Fakty
(http://www.aif.ru - no regional edition)
Weekly newspaper and magazines; several regional, city editions; website.
Patriotic.

Poccuiickan laserta /Rossiyskaya Gazeta
https://rg.ru/region/szfo/karelia/
Federal daily (in 44 cities) or weekly (in 47 cities) newspaper and Internet portal
provides federal, regional, international news.
Patriotic.

Komcomonbckas Mpasaa / Komsomolskaya Pravda
https://www.murmansk.kp.ru
News portal - federal, regional and international editions. Provides local, regional,

international news. Includes Radio Komsomolskaya Pravda, streaming and download.

Patriotic.

be3 ®opmara /Bez Formata
http://murmansk.bezformata.ru/
Aggregates local /regional news and information from several sources - news sites,
newspapers, information agencies, administration, local government etc.
Neutral.

MK (Mockosckuit Komcomoneu) / MK (Moskovskiy Komsomolets)
http://www.murmansk.mk.ru
Federal weekly newspaper Moskovskiy Komsomolets with regional and international

Internet portals. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. Website also offers

video (http://tv.mk.ru/) and links to a hunters’ section http://www.ohotniki.ru/,
womans’ section http://www.womanhit.ru/, and a motors’ section
http://www.avtovzglyad.ru/.

Neutral/independent.

INTERNET PORTALS

Region51.com
http://region51.com/

Internet portal for the Murmansk region. Provides local, federal, regional news; analysis.

Patriotic.

MUckkpa / Iskkra
http://kolanews.ru/
Information site for the Kola region.
Patriotic.
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IA Nord-News.ru
http://nord-news.ru
Provides local, regional, federal news; analysis.
Patriotic.

MA Cesepnoct / IA Severpost.ru
http://severpost.ru/
http://severpost.com/ (English version)
Provides local, federal, international news.
Neutral.

WA Bu-nopr / IA Bi-port
http://www.b-port.com/
Founded 2005. Local, federal, international news; analysis.
Neutral.

XubuHundpopmbiopo / Hibininformburo
https://hibinform.ru/

Privately owned portal of Apatity and Kirovsk. “We do not publish press releases (..) All
texts posted on Hibinformburo are author’s, unique” (https://hibinform.ru/o-proekte/).

Provides local news; analysis.
Neutral.

XubuHbi.com / Hibiny.com
http://www.hibiny.com/
Local news.

Neutral.

The Independent Barents Observer
https://thebarentsobserver.com/ru
Russian version. English version at https://thebarentsobserver.com/en
Journalist owned online newspaper. Provides daily news reports from and about
Scandinavia, Russia and the Arctic.
Neutral.

7X7 Murmansk
http://7x7-journal.ru/murmansk
The oblast version of independent project 7x7 Horizontal Russia, aimed at provincial
cities and regions. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. The purpose is to
cover the provincial regions of the North-West, the Center, the Volga region and the Urals,
creating horizontal communities of active bloggers everywhere in order to involve the civil
society in cooperation.
Independent.

3akKc.py / Zaks.ru - Political Life of North-West
https://www.zaks.ru/
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Founded 2002 by the company Meaua. C-I16.

Reaches an audience in all of NW Russia. Regional news section for Murmansk Oblast:
https://www.zaks.ru/new/archive/list/0-4-0

Independent.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

MypmaHckuit BectHuk / Murmanskiy Vestnik
http://www.mvestnik.ru/
Founded 1991 by the Murmansk Oblast Deputy Council; from 1996 - The Government of
Murmansk Oblast and Murmansk Oblast Duma. Provides local, federal, international
news; analysis. Online and daily newspaper. Circulation 6,000
Patriotic.

BeuepHuit MypmaHck / Vecherniy Murmansk
http://vmnews.ru/
Founded 1991 by the city administration and the staff. Provides local, federal,
international news; analysis. Published 6 days a week. Printed newspaper circulation
10,000-14,000. PDF download; archive.
Patriotic.

NMonapHana npasga / Polyarnaya Pravda
ppmurmansk.ru
Founded 1920. Owned by the company Transatlantic Marketing Group. Commercial.
Circulation 3,000
Neutral.

CeBepomopcKkue Bectu / Severomorskie Vesty
http://s-vesti.ru/
Local weekly newspaper for the city of Severomorsk. Founded 1972.
Neutral.

Osaxabl agsa / Dvazhdy Dva (2x2)
http://gazeta2x2.ru/
Online portal and local newspaper for Apatity and Kirovsk.
Neutral.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

ITPK Mypman / GTRC Murman
http://murman.tv/
Founded 1957. Branch of the All-Russia State Television and Radio Broadcasting
Company VGTRK (federal tv). Includes TV channels Rossiya 1, Rossiya 24, and online
radio.
Patriotic.
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ApKTuK-TB / Arctic-TV
http://www.arctic-tv.ru/ - https://apKTuk-TB.pd/
Provides local, federal news.

Patriotic.

TB-21/TV-21
http://www.tv21.ru/
Founded 1992, owned by the media company North-Western Broadcasting. Partner of
STS federal channel. Local news and analysis. Potential audience - about 800,000.
Neutral.

Pskov oblast

Pskov Oblast is located in western Russia, bordering on Estonia, Latvia and Belarus.
Areas close to the Estonian-Russian and Latvian-Russian borders are a security zone
with no major population centres.

Capital: Pskov (207,000 inhabitants)

Area: 55,400 km?

Population: 688,000 (2010)

International: Cross-border cooperation with Estonia and Latvia.

In medieval times Pskov was a feudal republic, a rival of the ‘Northern Capital’ of
Novgorod. After a series of wars it later came under Moscow rule. The region was
occupied by Nazi Germany between the autumn 1941 and spring 1944.

Pskov Oblast is one of the poorest regions in Russia, in 73rd place (out of 89) for GDP
per capita. It suffers from depopulation with negative birth rates and an outflow of
young people. There are some EU-sponsored programmes in Pskov Oblast and it is a
part of the Estonia-Latvia-Russia cross-border cooperation.

Media landscape

Media outlets in Pskov Oblast take an active interest in international events. There is
also a lively political debate, to a large extent initiated by Lev Shlosberg, a former
member of the Pskov Regional Parliament. Shlosberg was among the founders of an
independent local newspaper, Pskov Guberniya. This paper was the first to publish
information about Russian soldiers being killed in the conflict with Ukraine. The
publication caused a political scandal. Journalists received anonymous threats;
Shlosberg himself was attacked and badly injured. Nevertheless, Pskov Guberniya
continues its anti-Kremlin criticism, provoking response from pro-Putin media like
Pskovskoye Agentstvo Informatsyi (Pskov Information Agency), Pskovskaya Lenta
Novostey and Pskovskaya Pravda.
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Mapping of media in Pskov Oblast
(URLs as of September 2017)

REGIONAL EDITIONS OF FEDERAL PRINT/WEB MEDIA

AprymeHTbl n ®aKkrtbl / Argumenty i Fakty
http: //www.pskov.aif.ru
Weekly newspaper and magazines; several regional, city editions; website.
Patriotic.

Poccuiickan laserta /Rossiyskaya Gazeta
https://rg.ru/region/szfo/pskovskaja/
Federal daily (in 44 cities) or weekly (in 47 cities) newspaper and Internet portal
provides federal, regional, international news.
Patriotic.

Komcomonbckas Mpasaa / Komsomolskaya Pravda
https://www.pskov.kp.ru
News portal - federal, regional and international editions. Provides local, regional,
international news. Includes Radio Komsomolskaya Pravda, streaming and download.
Patriotic.

be3 ®opmara /Bez Formata
http://pskov.bezformata.ru/
Aggregates local /regional news and information from several sources - news sites,
newspapers, information agencies, administration, local government etc.
Neutral.

MK (Mockosckuit Komcomoneu) / MK (Moskovskiy Komsomolets)
http://www.mk-pskov.ru
Federal weekly newspaper Moskovskiy Komsomolets with regional and international
Internet portals. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. Website also offers
video (http://tv.mk.ru/) and links to a hunters’ section http://www.ohotniki.ru/,
womans’ section http://www.womanhit.ru/, and a motors’ section
http://www.avtovzglyad.ru/.
Neutral/independent.

INTERNET PORTALS

NAM (Nockosckoe AreHtctBo UHdopmaumm) / PAI (Pskovskoye Agentstvo Informatsii)
http://informpskov.ru/
Founded 2001. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. The PAI portal also
provides online video PAl-live and online radio 7 nebo.
Patriotic.
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NMNH (Nckosckana Jlenta Hosocreit) / PLN (Pskovskaya Lenta Novostey)
http://pln-pskov.ru/
Founded 2000. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis.
31 per cent of the users are in Pskov Oblast, 23,7 percent in Moscow, 28 percent in Saint
Petersburg. Traffic: 3,500-4,000 page views per day. PLN portal includes online radio and
video from the Pskov studio of Ekho Moskvy.
Patriotic.

Moptan Hosoctu PaiioHos / Portal Novosty Rayonov
http://smi60.ru/
Common Internet platform for local media in the oblast.
Neutral.

Tsoii Fopopg MNckos / Tvoy gorod Pskov
http://tvoygorodpskov.ru/
Provides local, federal, international news. Focuses on events in Ukraine, takes a pro-
Ukranian position.
Independent.

7X7 Murmansk
https://7x7-journal.ru/murmansk/
The oblast version of independent project 7x7 Horizontal Russia, aimed at provincial
cities and regions. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. The purpose is to
cover the provincial regions of the North-West, the Center, the Volga region and the Urals,
creating horizontal communities of active bloggers everywhere in order to involve the civil
society in cooperation.
Independent.

3akKc.py / Zaks.ru - Political Life of North-West
https://www.zaks.ru/
Founded 2002 by the company Meaua. C-I16.
Reaches an audience in all of NW Russia. Regional news section for Pskov Oblast:
https://www.zaks.ru/new/archive/list/0-6-0
Independent.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Nckosckas MNpasaa / Pskovskaya Pravda
http://pravdapskov.ru/
Provides mostly local news.
Patriotic.

Benukonykckas Npasaa Hosoctu / Velikolukskaya Pravda Novosty
Newspaper founded 1990 by the City Commitee of the Communist Party and the City
Deputy Concuil in Velikie Luki. Provides local news.
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Luki.ru - http://luki.ru/ - since 2011 city web portal for Velikie Luki. http://luki.ru/vpn
displays news from the newspaper.
Patriotic (communist).

Mckosckaa NposuHuma/Pskovskaya Provintsia
http://www.province-pskov.ru/
Founded 1930 (re-registered 1992). Provides local news and news from ethnic
communities in the oblast (‘Ethnosphera’).
Neutral.

Kypbep / Kur'er
http://www.province.ru/pskov/
Founded 1998. Commercial. Provides local news.
Neutral.

Nckosckue Hosoctu / Pskovskie Novosty
http://nwpskov.ru/
Founded by Pskov City Parlament (Duma), Pskov City Administration. Provides local
news.
Nwpskov.ru is the e-version of the printed newspaper. PDF download; archive.
Neutral.

Nckosckas Ny6epHusa/Pskovskaya Gubernia
http://gubernia.pskovregion.org/
Founded 2000. Weekly newspaper and website. Provides local, federal, international
news; analysis. PDF download.
Independent.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

I'TPK Nckos/GTRK Pskov
http://www.gtrkpskov.ru/
TV stations Rossiya 1, Rossiya 24, Vesti-Pskov (local television), video and web-TV;
radio stations Mayak and Radio Rossiy.
Patriotic.

Saint Petersburg

Saint Petersburg is the second largest city in Russia, a seaport located on the Neva River
delta, surrounded in all directions by the Leningrad Oblast.

Area: 1,439 km?
Population: 5,200,000 (2015)
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International: Saint Petersburg is host to some forty consulates for foreign
countries, including all Nordic and Baltic nations. It is also the seat of the
Interparliamentary Assembly of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS),
which unites nine former Soviet Republics. The city has extensive political,
economic and cultural contacts with other countries.

The earliest known inhabitants of the land around the Neva rivermouth are a Finnish-
speaking population known as Ingrians. During Swedish rule the territory was called
Ingermanland. In 1703 Tsar Peter the Great captured the Swedish fortress Nyenskans
and founded the city of Saint Petersburg as Russia’s ‘window to the West'. In 1914 the
name was changed to Petrograd and in 1924 it became Leningrad. It was renamed Saint
Petersburg in 1991. During World War II the city suffered one of the longest and most
lethal sieges of a major city in modern history. The Siege of Leningrad lasted 872 days;
more than one million civilians died, mainly from starvation.

The city is a financial and industrial centre and a major trade gateway with three cargo
seaports and a passenger port for cruise liners. In 2016 Saint Petersburg was rated the
most attractive city for tourists in Europe. The entire city of Saint Petersburg is on the
UNESCO World Heritage list, with 36 historical architectural landmarks and around
4,000 individual monuments of architecture, history and culture. There are more than a
hundred universities and institutes of research and higher education in the city.

Despite sanctions a number of EU sponsored economic, cultural, social, ecological and
scientific programmes are still active.

Media landscape

Saint Petersburg has rich traditions in journalism since the first Russian newspaper
Vedomosty was founded here in 1703. Any printed material was, however, always under
strict control by censors in Tsarist Russia as well as during the Soviet period (1917-
1991), with only short periods of relative openness. Today there is no direct censorship,
but Saint Petersburg is a prime example of how journalists are challenged in new ways if
they undertake investigative or critical journalism (see below).

Today there are more than 300 newspapers and magazines published in the city and
nineteen radio stations. Television also has a long history in the city, with experimental
transmissions already in the 1930s. Today, you can access more than one hundred
terrestrial, cable and satellite channels in Saint Petersburg. Some of the local broadcasts
have footprints that cover much of Leningrad Oblast and Pskov Oblast, some reach as far
as Petrozavodsk and Moscow. There is also an increased viewership on the Internet.
About 70 media outlets based in Saint Petersburg publish material on the Internet.

Dubbed ‘the Second Capital’ or ‘Northern Capital’, Saint Petersburg tries to be
independent and loyal at the same time. Its media scene represents a wide range of
political views, from Rossiyskaya Gazeta (mouthpiece for official political views) and the
pro-Putin tabloid Komsomolskaya Pravda (both federal media with local versions) to
the independent news site Fontanka.ru (with a number of subsidiaries) and
oppositionist publications like Saks.ru, Moy Raion and Novaya Gazeta - SPb.
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Saint Petersburg garnered considerable international attention, when two journalists
from the newspaper Moy Raion published a story in 2015 about a troll factory where
venal pro-Kremlin commentators and bloggers were paid to bombard other media with
comments and criticism if they published ‘unpatriotic’ or other ‘anti-Russian’ material.
The troll factory was onstensibly financed by a pro-Kremlin oligarch in Saint Petersburg.
The practice did not stop after the revelation, but the methods have become more
sophisticated and widespread, also originating outside of Russia.

Mapping of media in Saint Petersburg (SPb)
(URLs as of September 2017)

INTERNATIONAL MEDIA

Metro
http://www.metronews.ru/
https://www.metronews.ru/novosti/peterbourg/ (Saint Petersburg section)
Daily free newspaper in 13 cities and website.
Neutral.

SPB EDITIONS OF FEDERAL PRINT/WEB MEDIA

AprymeHTbl u ®akrtbl / Argumenty i Fakty
http: //www.spb.aif.ru
Weekly newspaper and magazines; several regional and city editions and website.
Patriotic.

Poccuiickan laserta /Rossiyskaya Gazeta
https://rg.ru/region/szfo/spb/
Federal daily (in 44 cities) or weekly (in 47 cities) newspaper and internet portal
provides federal, regional, international news. NW Russian region:
https://rg.ru/region/szfo/
Patriotic.

Komcomonbckas Mpasaa CankT-Metepbypr / Komsomolskaya Pravda Sankt-Peterburg
https://www.spb.kp.ru
News portal - federal, regional and international editions provides local, regional,
international news. Includes Radio Komsomolskaya Pravda, streaming and download -
Patriotic.

be3 ®opmara /Bez Formata
http://sanktpeterburg.bezformata.ru/
Aggregates local /regional news and information from several sources - news sites,
newspapers, information agencies, administration, local government etc.
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Neutral.

MK (Mockosckuit Komcomoneu) / MK (Moskovskiy Komsomolets)
http://www.spb.mk.ru
Federal weekly newspaper Moskovskiy Komsomolets with regional and international
Internet portals. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. Website also offers
video (http://tv.mk.ru/) and links to a hunters’ section http://www.ohotniki.ru/,
womans’ section http://www.womanhit.ru/, and a motors’ section
http://www.avtovzglyad.ru/.
Neutral/independent.

Hosas lasera CN6/Novaya Gazeta SPb
http://novayagazeta.spb.ru/
Newspaper, websites, social media founded in 2013. Published Monday-Wednesday-
Friday. Federal/Moscow and Saint Petersburg editions in PDF format; archives.
Federal/Moscow edition: https://www.novayagazeta.ru/
Independent.

INTERNET PORTALS

Pocb6ant / Rosbalt
http://www.rosbalt.ru/
Rosbalt Saint Petersburg - http://www.rosbalt.ru/piter/
A federal information agency with head offices in Moscow and Saint Petersburg.
Represented all over Russia and in neighbouring countries. More than 3,000,000 visitors
and 14,000,000 page views monthly.
Patriotic.

MA Hesckue Hosoctu/IA Nevskie Novosty
https://nevnov.ru/
Founded 2013. Provides local, federal, international news.
Patriotic.

KoHkpeTHo.py / Konkretno.ru
http://konkretno.ru/
Founded 2007. Provides local news.
Patriotic.

MUA dns3wHopg / IA FlashNord
http://flashnord.com/
Founded 2012. Provides news from the North-West Region, Norway, Sweden and
Finland
Neutral/patriotic.

OnnaiH-raseta bymara / Online newspaper Bumaga
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http://paperpaper.ru/
Local and federal news.
Neutral.

Tenerpad / Telegraph
http://rustelegraph.ru/
Local, federal, international news
Neutral.

CankTletepbypr.py / SanktPeterburg.ru
http://saint-petersburg.ru/
Founded 1999. Provides local, federal, international news. Daily traffic: 15-20,000.
Neutral.

Fasera.Cneé / Gazeta.SPb
http://www.gazeta.spb.ru/
Founded 2007. Local, federal news; information from abroad
Neutral.

Denosoii NMetepbypr / Delovoy Peterburg
http://www.dp.ru/
Founded 1992 by Bonnier Business Press, now owned by the staff. Provides business,
social, political news.
Neutral.

ArenTtctBo busHec Hosocreli / Agenstvo Biznes Novostey
http://abnews.ru/
Founded 2001. Provides local, federal, international business news.
Neutral.

Hesa CerogHa/Neva Today
http://neva.today/
Local news.
Neutral.

ObuwecTBeHHbIN KOHTpoab/Obschestvenniy Kontrol
http://ok-inform.ru/
Successor of newspaper OK (2008). Provides local, federal news.
Neutral.

PBEK/RBK
http://www.rbc.ru/
The leading multimedia holding company in Russia, operating on the Internet with
television and press segments. RBK is a leader among news and business media, as well
as for registration and hosting.
Regional versions in Saint Petersburg and Kaliningrad Oblast.
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Neutral.

douHTaHKa.py CN6 / Fontanka.ru SPb
http://www.fontanka.ru/
Founded 1999 by AO Azhur-Media; commercial, privately owned. Covers politics,
economy, culture, health, traffic, social life. Subsidiary Fontanka.fi deals with events in
Finland. Website updated 24/7.
Independent/neutral.

812’online
http://www.online812.ru/
+ paper edition Gorod812
http://www.online812.ru/cityoffline/
Internet-magazine founded by AO Azhur-Media. Provides political and economical
analysis.
Independent.

Nenuspar.py/Lenisdat.ru
https://lenizdat.ru/
Founded 2003. Information portal for media communities in Saint Peterburg, Leningrad
Oblast and the North-West Region. Running projects:
XBaTtuT.Bpatsb (Stop.Lying) - against fake information about Ukraine
https://lenizdat.ru/stories/11948/
da6puka TpoJuniei (Troll factory) - against patriotic propaganda from SPb
https://lenizdat.ru/stories/11957/
Traffic 47,900 a mounth
Independent.

3akKc.py / Zaks.ru - Political Life of North-West
https://www.zaks.ru/
ZAKS SPb
https://www.zaks.ru/new/archive/list/0-1-0
Founded 2002 by the company Media SPb. Reaches an audience in all of NW Russia.
Regional news section for Saint Petersburg City.
Independent.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Hosbiit Metepbypr/Noviy Peterburg
http://newspb.su/
Founded 1990
Patriotic-nationalist weekly. Associated with Eduard Limonov, the leader of National-
Bolshevik Party (forbidden in Russia).
Patriotic.

MeTtepbyrckuit AHesHuK/Peterburgskiy Dnevnik
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http://www.spbdnevnik.ru/

Founded 2012 as the official mouthpiece of the SPb Government. Provides local official
information. Published 5 days a week.

Patriotic.

CaHkTt-lNMetepbyprckue Begomoctu/Sankt-Peterburgskie Vedomosty
http://spbvedomosti.ru/
Founded in 1703 (re-registered 1991). Owned by Bank Rossia and the Committee for
City Real Estate. Positions itself as the most significant newspaper of the North-West
region, and a conservative outlet read by local and federal officials. Provides local,
federal, international news and analysis. Published 5 days a week. Circulation 34,000 on
workdays.
Patriotic.

KpoHwTagckuii BectHuk/Kronshtadskiy Vestnik
http://kronvestnik.ru/
Paper version: Kronshtadskiy Munitsipalniy Vestnik. Founded 1861 (re-registered
1994)
Provides local news. Circulation 5,000 copies.
Patriotic with religious component.

Moi1 PaiioH/Moy Rayon
http://mr7.ru/
News and analysis from Saint Petersburg, Russia and abroad
Independent.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

NaTtobiii Kanan / Pyatiy Kanal
http://5-tv.ru/
Founded 1991. Available all over Russia via cable or online. Provides local, federal,
international news; analysis.
Patriotic.

TenekaHnan CaHkTt-MNMetepbypr / Telekanal Sankt-Petersburg
http://topspb.tv/
Founded 2009 with support of the Saint Petersburg Government. Broadcasting via cable
and satellite. Provides local, federal, international news;analysis.
Patriotic.

Mutep-TB / Piter-TV
http://piter.tv/
Founded 2010. Commercial, owned by Saint Petersburg multimedia holding Ragrad
Video. Provides local, federal, international news; analysis.
Patriotic.
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Denosoe-TB / Delovoe-TV
http://delovoe.tv/
Founded 2010. Commercial, owned by Saint Petersburg multimedia holding Ragrad
Video. Provides business news. Federal business channel available in Moscow, SPD,
Kaliningrad and other big cities.
Patriotic.

Life78
https://life.ru/t/life78
Founded 2015, re-branding of 100TV channel (2003), owned by News Media Holding
(commercial). Provides local, federal, international news; analysis. Available 24/7 in
Saint Petersburg and Leningrad oblast.
Patriotic.

Paauo MNetepbypr / Radio Peterburg
Affilated with Pyatiy Kanal TV site http://www.5-tv.ru/radio/
Successor of Leningrad Radio/Leningrad department of all-Soviet Radio (1924-1991).
Broadcasting 20 hours a day.
Patriotic.

TB-3/TV-3
https://tv3.ru/
Launched: 1994 (Saint Petersburg) and 1997 (Moscow) Owner: Gazprom Media.
TV-3 is a free-to-air entertainment channel providing series, films and documentaries.
TV-3 takes pride in maintaining its appeal to a stable core audience aged 25-29 and a
unique position on Russia's television market: 61percent of the channel's viewers are
women aged 25 to 59 years. TV-3 switched to round-the-clock programming in August
2006.
Neutral.

Papuo 3eHut / Radio Zenit
http://radiozenit.ru/
Founded 2007. Saint Petersburg information, music and sports. Broadcasting 24/7
Neutral.

Papuo bantuka / Radio Baltica
https://radiopotok.ru/radio/764/
Founded 1991. The first independent radio channel in Saint Petersburg.
Neutral.

3xo Mocksbl / Ekho Moskvy
http://echo.msk.ru/tags/3540/
FM radio and Internet portal. Broadcast in NW Russia: Pskov, Severodvinsk (in
Arkhangelsk Oblast), Saint-Petersburg - and generally accessable online. Ekho Moskvy
runs its own special web-radio project in Saint Petersburg.
Ekho Moskvy: http://echo.msk.ru/
Neutral/independent.
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NB8 COUNTRIES

News for Russian audiences in Baltic, Scandinavian countries

Estonia

Estonia is the northernmost of the three Baltic states. It borders on Russia and Latvia.
The capital Tallinn is situated on the Gulf of Finland directly across from the Finnish
capital Helsinki, with which it has regular ferry links.

Capital: Tallinn (440,000 inhabitants)

Area: 45,227 km?

Population: 1,300,000

International: Member of EU, NATO, Schengen, OECD, OSCE, WTO and NBS.

Russians and Russian-speakers in Estonia

The total number of Russians in Estonia is today estimated at 320,000. Most Russians
live in Tallinn and the major northeastern cities of Narva and Kohtla-Jarve. Many are
decendants of Russians, who were assigned work in Estonia during the Soviet period,
when the Russian-speaking population was about 35 percent of the total population.
Some areas in eastern Estonia near Lake Peipus have a centuries-long history of
settlement by Russians, including communities of an Orthodox minority called ‘Old
Believers'.

Russian was the dominating official language in the Estonian SSR and there was no
incentive for Russian-speakers to learn Estonian. When Estonia re-established
independence, Estonian became the only official language and there is now a
requirement for non-Estonians to learn basic Estonian before they can attain citizenship.
The Citizenship Act also requires knowledge of the Estonian constitution and a pledge of
loyalty to Estonia for those who became residents in the country after 1940, i.e. during
the Soviet period.

A study at the University of Tartu in 2011 found that 21 percent of ethnic Russians were
successfully integrated, 28 percent showed partial integration, and 51 percent were
little integrated or not at all. The number of Russian residents living in Estonia without
being Estonian citizens is now below 10 percent and gradually decreasing. The Russian
government maintains that the Citizenship Act violates the rights of Russians and that
citizenship should be granted unconditionally to all residents.

Population of Estonia by ethnic groups (2015)
¢ Estonians 907,937

® Russians 330,258

e Ukrainians 22,562

* Belarusians 12,215
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Mapping of Russian language media in Estonia
(URLs as of September 2017)

INTERNET PORTALS

EPP/ ERR
http://rus.err.ee
Launched: 2007. Owner: ERR - Eesti Rahvusringhaaling (Estonian Public Service
Broadcasting). Rus.err.ee is a part of the public service broadcaster in Estonia, which
currently runs

¢ 3 TV channels
ETV - etv.err.ee
ETV2 - etv2.err.ee
ETV+ - etv.etvplusserr.ee

* 5 radio stations
Vikerraadio - http://vikerraadio.err.ee
Raadio 2 - http://r2.err.ee
Raadio 4 - http://r4.err.ee
Klassikaraadio - klassikaraadio.err.ee
Raadio Tallinn - raadiotallinn.err.ee

e ERR is furthermore present on the Internet with news websites in
Estonian - http://err.ee/
Russian - http://rus.err.ee/and
English - http://news.err.ee/
and with various thematic websites.

Rus.err.ee provides a daily news-flow with hourly updates covering the latest national
and international events and developments. The target-audience is Russian speakers in
Estonia.

Neutral/independent.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Bupy MpocneKr + Hapeckas raseta / Viru Prospekt + Narvskaya Gazeta
http://prospekt.ee
Launched: 1999. Owner: The Prospekt Media Group
The Prospekt Media Group is a member of The World Congress of the Russian Press. The
website supplies the newspaper, and is updated with daily current news. Most of the
subjects are locally anchored. The content is both original and created from
national /regional press agencies like BNS (Baltic News Service) or lenta.ru.
Patriotic.

MK-3ctoHua / MK-Estonia
http:// www.mke.ee/
Launched: 2004 Owner: Baltic Media Alliance.
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MK-Estonia Weekly is a Russian-language newspaper and online news portal published
on Wednesdays. The circulation is 12,500. It positions itself on the media market as ‘a
family publication, and special attention is paid to issues of practical importance’. The
website covers daily news and issues as well. Moreover, on the website one can also find
news from the First Baltic Channel (PBK, http://www.1tv.lv/).

The readers are characterized as ‘well-to-do people living in the capital area of Tallinn
and other cities’, predominantly in the age groups 15-34 and 50-64; the core audience is
Russian speakers living in Estonia.

Neutral.

Beuepka / Vecherka
http://www.vecherka.ee
Owner: AS SL Ohtuleth.
Vecherka is a digital news portal and a printed version. It provides news and bulletins
from Rus.Delfi.ee. The content is displayed in categories such as: ‘News’, ‘People’, 'Eye
Witness’, ‘Lifestyle’ with an outlook on local, national and global developments as well as
entertainment. In the video section there is a local bi-monthly 10-minute long news-
programme in Russian 'Lasnamae Live’. The programme is produced by AB Media
Group.
Neutral.

Denosbie BegomocTtu / Delovye vedomosti
http://dv.ee/
Launched: 1996 (print) and 2007 (digital). Owner: Aripiev Ltd, Tallinn.
Business Newspaper and news portal in Russian-language. Delovye Vedomosti is the
only economic newspaper/portal in Estonia in Russian. It positions itself as ‘steadily the
most popular among the Russian decision makers’. Newspaper is is published seven
times a week online.
Neutral.

Cronuua / Stolitza
http://stolitsa.ee/
Owner and publisher: Tallinn City Office.
Printed newspaper and website mainly aimed at citizens of Tallinn, covering categories
such as 'news’, 'Estonia’, "Tallinn’, 'Opinion’, '"Europe’, 'International’, and 'Life". The
news on the website are predominantly based on other sources such as Rus.err.ee,
Deutsche Welle, Raepress and Vikerraadio. The website provides links to the Russian-
language TV programme ‘Dobroe Utro Tallinn’ (Good Morning Tallinn).
Neutral.

Postimees
http://rus.postimees.ee/
Launched: 1857 (print) and mid 1990s (online), 2005 (Russian language, print).
Owner: AS Postimees Grupp, Tallinn.
The Postimees print and digital versions provide news-portals directed at Russian
readers covering a wide range of topics, primarily Estonian and international news.
Rus.postimees.ee attracts 78,000 weekly readers.
Independent.
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BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

Pycckoe Paguo / Russkoye Radio
http://www.russkoeradio.fm
Launched: 1998 Owner: SkyMedia.
The focus is on ‘...high-quality Russian pop music. Regardless of age, gender, nationality
or religion.’ Listeners are in age groups over 30, predominantly in the 60+ segment.
There is a strong emphasis on news; working day mornings have special segments
concerned with updates related to Tallinn, Ida-Viru County and Tartu. Russkoye Radio
reaches approx. 137,000 listeners per week among the Russian-speaking audience. The
website also displays daily news-updates from BNS, RIA Novosti, TASS or rus.err.ee.
Patriotic.

OpceHt TB / Orsent TV
http://orsent.eu/pealeht_rus.html
Launched: 1992 Owner: Orsent OU.
Orsent TV leads round the clock broadcasting in all regions of the republic and in all
cable networks. Content-wise Orsent TV provides original production, including live
shows, interactive, games and quiz-jokes with prizes, and movies. News and
documentary content on culture, music, fashion, health, sport, and tourism. The core
audience is adult Russian-speakers from 18-60 years of age. The channel can also be
accessed through its Youtube platform.
Neutral/patriotic.

ETV+
http://etvpluss.err.ee/
Launched: September 2015 Owner: ERR
ETV+ is the first publicly funded television channel in Estonia with broadcasts in
Russian. Along with in house content (more than twenty hours per week) the channel
shows films and documentaries produced in Estonia and abroad. Original programs are
aired on ETV+ and transmitted on cable or live-streamed from the ETV+ website. All
programmes, except news, carry Estonian sub-titles. ETV+ aims to provide exclusive and
high-quality content for people living in Estonia as well as promoting ‘common values’.
Neutral.

Paauno AptekoH / Radio Artekon
http://www.artekon.eu/ - Artekon also plays at http://orsent.eu/pealeht_rus.html
Launched: May 2010 Owner: Orsent OU.
«Artekon Raadio Tallinn» is a non-profit organization, and broadcasts live from its
webpage. The daily radio programme consists of a variety of music, information and
journalistic programs, radio dramas and greetings.
Neutral.

Papguo 4 / Radio 4
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http://r4.err.ee/

Launched: 1993 Owner: ERR.

«Raadio 4» is among the leading broadcasters in Russian language in Estonia, and can be
listened to all over Estonia, but also in Finland, Russia, Latvia, and Sweden.

In cooperation with the Council of Europe the Narva Studio of ERR was established in
1996, offering broadcasts of local importance in Russian. Correspondents of Raadio 4
are located in different places in Estonia. The news service is broadcast every hour.
«Raadio 4» offers online and live streaming as well as podcasts.

Independent.

Latvia

With a coastline of 531km along the Baltic Sea, Latvia borders to Estonia, Lithuania,
Russia and Belarus. It has linguistic links with Lithuania to the south and historical and
religious ties with Estonia to the north.

Capital: Riga (710,000 inhabitants)

Area: 64,573 km?

Population: 2,000,000

International: Member of EU, Schengen, NATO, OECD, OSCE, UN, WTO, NB8

Russians and Russian-speakers in Latvia

Russians have been the largest ethnic minority in Latvia for the last two centuries.
During the independence period in the 1920s and 30s, the Latvian republic tried to
integrate the Russian population, which was also allowed to have Russian language
schools.

The number of Russians in Latvia increased significantly during the Soviet occupation of
Latvia. Russian culture dominated and a whole group of Russian-speakers was formed in
Latvia with Belarusians, Ukrainians, Poles, Jews and Germans. The Russian language
dominated in secondary and higher education, in science and in mass media.

During the national revival, ‘atmoda’, in the end of the 1980s, many Russians supported
the development towards more democracy, both as individuals and in organized groups.
At the same time, quite a number of non-Latvians viewed the revival of the Latvian state
system with mistrust. The Russian-speaking population was evenly divided on the
question of Latvian independence. There has been constant tension between the Latvian
authorities and the Russian-speaking population about the right for Russian-speaking
children to be tought in their mother tounge.

In contemporary Latvia there are several political parties and politicians (such as the

Mayor of Riga Nil Ushakov) who claim to represent the Russian-speaking minority in
Latvia, i.e. by giving public speeches at the yearly Russian celebration of May 9 (WWII
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Victory Day) in Riga. By 2014, the number of Russians living in Latvia had fallen to 26%,
but recently there is a slow rise, partly as a result of immigration from Russia.

Ethnic composition of Latvia as of 1.1.2015
e Latvians: 1,223,650 (62.1%)

e Russians: 512,400 (26.9%)

¢ Belarusians: 67,318 (3.3%)

e Ukrainians: 44,709 (2.2%)

Mapping of Russian language media in Latvia

INTERNET PORTALS

NudopmaumoHHbIi nopTan pycckoii o6wuHbl B Jlateuu/Information portal for the
Russian community
http://baltijalv.lv
Launched: 2008
This online portal provides Russian-language news and information to Russian speakers
in Latvia. It is said to be ‘not a political portal, although politics can occur among the
news’. The portal mainly displays news updated on a daily basis and with a Russian
angle on ‘economy’, ‘culture’, ‘society’, ‘inside Russia’, ‘International’, and ‘Sports’. The
sources are, among others, Interfaks, voxeu.org, Mixnews, lenta.ru.
Patriotic.

Pycckue B latBun/ Russkie v Latvii (Russians in Latvia)
http://www.russkie.org.lv/
Launched: 1996 Owner: Russian Society of Latvia.
The portal of the NGO is branding itself as an information portal aimed at Russians living
in Latvia. It offers both a physical information centre located in Riga and an online
portal. The portal is updated on a monthly basis providing overviews of events in
relation to public holidays, religious events or visits by prominent Russians. There are
sometimes news bulletins on the portal, related to topics such as relations between
Russia and Latvia.The organisation promotes the right to maintain the Russian language
in the Latvian educational system.
Patriotic.

MMXO0-kny6 / IMHO-klub
http://imhoclub.lv/
Launched: 2011 (Latvia), 2015 (Belarus).
The IMHO (‘In My Humble Opinion’) Club is an online interactive portal in Russian.
Briefly the concept can be formulated as ‘a territory of dissenting opinions’. By 2015, the
club has registered about five thousand members. Only members can participate in
discussions and/or to create content: IMHOclub is a local social network for intelligent
and caring people. Here everyone has the opportunity to express their opinions, defend
their point of view, to discuss the relevant and current news, from a subjective point of
view’.
Patriotic.
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Ukradeno (yellow-pages)
http://ukradeno.focus.lv/main
Launched: October 2016.
Owner/publisher: Sheitelman and Partners Ltd.
“Ilpo ece, umo 8 J/lameuu He 8 nopsdke. Hawu Hosocmu 6ydym 3ameuerbt!” (‘On
everything that’s wrong with Latvia. Our news will be noticed!’)
https://eng.lsm.lv/article/society/defense/blogger-reveals-mystery-websites-ties-to-
russia.a213155/
Neutral/patriotic.

Ru.focus.lv
www.ru.focus.lv
Owner: Life Media SIA
Ru.focus is an online newsportal located in Riga. Its main purpose is to provide a
Russian-speaking core audience with news; local, national and international. The
newsflow is updated several times a day, and sources are mainly from other information
agencies or news-outlets like BNS, news.ru.com, gazeta.ru, BBC Russia. The content
differs in the Latvian and Russian versions, in an effort to satisfy both audiences.
Neutral.

46.lv
http://www.46.lv/ru
Launched: 2014.
46.lv is an online news- and information portal in Russian and Latvian. Two news
sections: Rezekne (http://www.46.lv/ru/NOVOSTI/) and Latvia
(http://www.46.lv/ru/LATVIJA/). Rezekne is an eastern Latvian city bordering to
Russia. Available in Russian and Latvian, it claims to be ‘one of the most read portals in
the region’ with 45,000 monthly readers.
Neutral.

ncm / Lsm
http://rus.Ism.lv
Latvian site (http://www.lsm.lv//), Russian site (http://rus.Ism.lv/) or English site
(http://eng.lsm.lv/).
Launched: 2013. Owner: LSM (Latvijas Sabiedriskie Mediji)
This online multimedia news portal is the united news portal of the Latvian radio and
Latvian Television. It provides a wide range of news and analytical material created in-
house. The core audience for the Russian site is Russian speakers in Latvia. The content
is updated hourly. Rus.Ism.lv is in a ‘content sharing’ partnership with SPEKTR, and
displays a flow of content from this news portal in Rus.Ism.lv’s political section.
Neutral/independent.

Meay3a/Meduza
https://meduza.io/
Launched: 2014 Owner: Galina Timchenko.
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Located in Riga, Meduza is an independent digital newsplatform available in Russian and
English. The motto of the platform is to provide its readers with a view of the ‘the real
Russia, today’ with a strategy to ‘bring you the most important news and feature stories
from hundreds of sources in Russia and across the former Soviet Union... We value our
independence and strive to be a reliable, trusted outlet for neutral, verified, and
unbiased information’. The content is mainly original.

Independent.

CnekTp.npecc/Spektr.press
http://spektr.press
Owner: Spektr.Press
Spektr.Press, or Spektr, is an online magazine aimed at readers in Russia and abroad.
The goal is to offer a wide range of independent opinions on what is happening in Russia
and the world from a variety of writers, experts and journalists. Besides in-house
content, the site also runs a news service, providing online access to information
acquired from Interfaks, Reuters, 112 Ukraina, RF press agency, Kommersant,
Vedomosti etc. The site is updated on a regular basis on weekdays. Spektr has a content-
partnership with Deutsche Welle for news from the EU.
Independent.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Haw lFopog, / Our City
http://www.gorod.lv
Launched: 2004 (online version) Owner: SIA Gorod.lv
Gorod is an online portal for Russian-speakers living in the Latgale-region and in the city
of Daugavpils. According to the editorial board, the portal holds the first place of news-
services in the area of Latgale, and is among the top five Russian-language news portals
in Latvia with an average of 13,000 visitors per day. The focus is mainly local /regional
‘useful and interesting information’. The paper ‘Nash Gorod’ (‘Our city’) is a weekly
publication in Russian.
Neutral.

MK Nateua / MK Latviya
http://www.mklat.lv
Launched: February 2003 Owner: Baltic Media Alliance
According to the website, it is ‘not only the most popular edition in Russian language in
Latvia, but also the most read newspaper of all that come in the country’. The newspaper
is weekly, and the digital edition supplies the printed with daily news-updates on topics
such as: ‘society’, ‘sports’, ‘health’, ‘life’, ‘opinion’, ‘global’, etc. Main sources: LETA,
newsru.com, inosmi.ru.
Neutral.

Mix news and Mix TV
http://www.mixnews.lv/ru/
http://www.mixnews.lv/mixtv/
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Owner: Mix Media Group

Mix News is a commercial multimedia online news platform in both Russian and Latvian.
The platform provides news-overviews and bulletins on a wide range of topics. The
content is either originally created or reproduced from sources such as LETA, BNS and
other press agencies.

Neutral.

Press (including subsites Cy66ota, Bectu ExxeHegenbHuk, 7 Cynep CekpeTtos)
http://www.press.lv
Formerly www.ves.lv, relaunched in 2016 under the current name.
Press.lv is a Latvian Internet news portal and subsites. The content aims to provide the
Russian speaking audience with facts about events in Latvia and internationally. The
news portal displays an hourly news update function as well as in-depth articles that are
updated less frequently. The content is usually based on sources such as: LETA, R4, The
Financial Times, Lenta.ru, Neatkarige etc.
Neutral.

BB.LV
http://ru.bb.vesti.lv/
Online continuation of the printed business newspaper «busnec & baatus» (published
1991-2014). A source of business news about Latvia in Russian language.
Neutral.

Fpauun.lv / Grani.lv
http://www.grani.lv/
Owner: SIA Dautcom Plus, Daugavpils, Latvia
Grani.lv is an independent online news portal for the Russian speaking audience in the
Daugavpils area with a national outlook. The online portal provides an updated news-
overview together with articles in the categories of ‘Latvia’, ‘Daugavpils’, ‘Politics’, etc.
The website presents headlines from the weekly Russian language newspaper «Ceityac»
(http://www.grani.lv/seychas).
Neutral.

Hosas laseta + Novaja.lv / Novaya Gazeta + Novaja.lv
http://www.novaja.lv/index.html
Launched: September 2007 (online). Owner: SIA Novaya Gazeta.
Alocal print and digital paper in Russian language covering the Zemgale region. The
outlet is commercial and aimed at the Russian speaking audience in this region. Online
one can find daily updates and news-coverage primarily of local/regional character, and
in most cases original content.
Neutral.

Vesti.lv
http://vesti.lv/
https://www.youtube.com/user/telegraflv
Launched: 1999 (print) and 2015 (online) Owner: SIA «Izdevniecibas Nams Vesti».
Vesti is an informative news portal that gives the reader an overview of the main events
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in Latvia and in the world - ‘the latest insight into Latvian and world politics, economy,
sport, culture and showbusiness’. The portal works closely with the newspaper "Bectu
cerogus” (Vesti Segodnya) and the magazine "JIro6s10" (Lyublyu/ I Love). It is now the
second biggest Russian language online portal with 149.084 users in 2015 (rus.delfi.lv
had 235.459 in the same period). Besides original content, there is material from
Mixnews, Sputnik, Life.ru, Gorod.lv, LR4.

There are several sub-editions to Vesti in Russian: Telegraf, Vesti Business, Vesti
Segodnya (daily printed news-paper).

Independent.

TV-NET
http://rus.tvnet.lv/
Launched: 2000 Owner: Eesti Media.
The TV-NET portal offers local and international news on politics, economics and society
as well as information about new technologies and entertainment. TV-NET publishes
information both in Latvian and Russian, and the online content is created from sources
such as Grani.lv, Rus.postimees.ee, Korrespondent.net, Lenta.ru, LETA, Rosbalt etc. The
portal has more than 300,000 unique users on workdays (average).
In 2015, TV-NET launched an online television project.
Independent.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

Mix TV
http://mixtv.mixnews.lv/mixtv/
http://www.mixnews.lv/ru/audio/
https://soundcloud.com/mixnews-ru
The Mix News TV channel is a part of the Mix News multimedia platform, and is aimed at
Russian speakers in Latvia. The content consists primarily of live video.
Mix News audio is streaming (Soundcloud) of radio debate programmes supplied with
shorter news reports. Programmes Monday to Saturday.
Neutral.

Alise Plus (Alise TV and Alise Radio)
http://www.aliseplus.lv
Launched: 1993 Owner: SIA Alise Plus
Russian language commercial online television and radio registered in Daugavpils. It has
held a leading position in the ranking of radio stations in Latgale region for a long
period, often serving as a link between citizens and representatives of the local
government and municipal structures.
Radio: FM and streaming. TV: Alise Plus TV was added in 2016.
Alise Plus has a wide footprint, broadcasting over the whole territory of Latgale, but also
into Lithuania and Belarus.
Neutral.

Pycckoe BewaHue LTV7 / Russkoye veshchaniye LTV7
http://ltv.sm.lv/lv/1tv7_ru/
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Launched: 2003 by Latvian Television, LTV.

This TV channel is a part of the LSM - Public Broadcasting of Latvia. The channel is partly
aimed to serve the Russian speaking audience in Latvia, as it transmits the news-
programme «Segodnya vecherom» and an additional sports programme.

Independent.

LR4
http://Ir4.1sm.lv/lv/Ir4/
Part of LSM - Public Broadcasting of Latvia.
LR4 is the LSM Russian Language radio channel and streaming. It provides information,
debate, cultural, actuality, and music programmes 18 to 24 hours a day with hourly
news updates.
Independent.

Lithuania

Lithuania is the southernmost of the three Baltic States, the largest and the most
populous. It borders on Belarus, Poland, Latvia and Russia (Kaliningrad Oblast).

Capital: Vilnius (542,000)

Area: 65,286 km?

Population: 3,000,000

International: Member of EU, Schengen, NATO, OECD, OSCE, UN, WTO, NB8

Russians and Russian-speakers in Lithuania

Russians have a long history in Lithuania, but their numbers have never been significant.
The first Russian tradesmen came to the region in medieval times. A significant influx
came in the late 17t century, when ‘Old Believers’ came to the region to escape religious
persecution in Russia. Two-thirds of the Russian minority, however, are descendants of
the Soviet era immigration. In total, there are now about 7 percent Russian speakers
living in Lithuania (close to 10 percent in 1991, before the dissolution of the USSR).

Russians in Lithuania live mainly in urban areas. Lithuania's small Russian minority
plays no significant role in domestic politics. When Lithuania regained its independence,
ethnic Russians were able to apply for Lithuanian citizenship. As a result, Lithuania has
avoided the type of ethnic tensions that have troubled the other Baltic countries.

Ethnic groups in Lithuania as of 1.1.2015
e Lithuanians: 2,531,843 (86.7%)

* Poles: 163,858 (5.7%)

e Russians: 139,507 (4.8%)

¢ Belarusians: 39,159 (1.3%)

e Ukrainians: 20,225 (0.7%)
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Mapping of Russian language media in Lithuania

INTERNET PORTALS

O Nutee/ About Lithuania
http://www.olitve.ru
News section: http://www.olitve.ru/vse-novosti-litvy/
This is an information portal, where Russian speakers can find information about the
Lithuanian society, its structure, about history, culture, events, jobs, and tourism of the
country. The portal provides a service, where ethnic Russians can search for family-
members living in Lithuania and ask questions about job opportunities. The portal
provides a news bulletin in cooperation with Yandex.ru. It links to news from either
press agencies or other outlets such as: Newsbalt, Rosbalt, Komsomolskaya Pravda, RT,
InoSmi, iReactor etc.
Patriotic.

Hosoctu LRT / News from LRT
http://www.Irt.It/ru/novosti
Owner: LRT - Lithuanian Radio and Television
The online news portal LRT in Russian is part of the Lithuanian public broadcasting
network. The online platform provides Russian-speakers with national and international
news. The content is not created by LRT, but is communicated from other Russian
Language news outlets such as: Novoye Vremya (UA), Radio Svoboda, ru.delfi.lt, Voice of
America (RU), BBC Russia and Deutsche Welle in Russian.
Independent.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Fasera Jiutosckuit Kypbep/ Newspaper The Lithuanian Courier
http://www.kurier.It
Launched: 1995 by Lithuanian Courier.
This newspaper was conceived as a digest of the Russian press, a compilation of articles
from Moscow newspapers such as Komsomolskaya Pravda, Trud, Pravda and The
Literary Newspaper. The contemporary edition of The Lithuanian Courier describes
itself as ‘a dynamically developing newspaper that adequately tries to react to all
changes in Lithuania, Russia and in the world’. It is both an online and physical weekly
newspaper; the online version is updated with hourly news-bulletins — mainly provided
by the BNS information agency. The website also holds the Alfa Radio
Patriotic.

Fasera «0630p» / Newspaper Obzor
http://www.obzor.It/
Launched: January 1997 Owner: ZAO Flobis Vilnius (Publisher).
This weekly Russian language newspaper has a circulation of 25,000 aimed at Russian
speakers in Lithuania. The content is displayed in the following categories: ‘news from
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Lithuania’, ‘international’, ‘culture’, ‘lifestyle, ‘cars’, ‘education’, ‘tech’, ‘health’, ‘history’,
and ‘sports’. Most of the content on the webpage is published in the print edition of
Obzor; other material comes from BNS, Tass.ru, Regnum.ru, Lenta.ru.

Patriotic.

3Kkcnpecc-Heaensa / Ekspress-Nedelya
http://www.nedelia.lt/
Launched: 2007 Owner: UAB Savaites Ekspresas
The Ekspress Nedelya is a weekly newspaper supplemented with an online website in
Russian. The online website is updated on weekdays with focuses on i.e. political news
from Lithuania, and displays one article a day with content created by journalists of the
editorial team. In general, Ekspress-Nedelya is interested in political news and events in
Lithuania concerning ‘the Russian world’.
Neutral.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

NHdopmaymoHHO-NybMumucTuUeckan nepeaaya Ha Pycckom asbike "Pycckas
yauuya"/»Russian Street (Rusu gatve)» on LRT -
http://www.IrtIt/mediateka/irasas/162700/kulturu_kryzkele rusu_gatve
Owner: LRT - Lithuanian Radio and Television
‘Russian street’ is a weekly Russian language programme on the LRT Kultura channel,
which is a part of the Lithuanian public service broadcaster, and aimed at the Russian
speaking audience in Lithuania. It informs about 'life in the Russian community’, and
publishes stories about Lithuanian-Russian relations past and present. The programme
can also be accessed online. There are also two news programs in Russian produced in
collaboration with Deutsche Welle.

Neutral.

LRT Radijas
http://www.Irt.Ilt/mediateka/irasas/1013664521/santara
The public service broadcaster, LRT Radio, provides two daily news programmes in
Russian.
Neutral.

RusRadio LT
http://www.rusradio.lt/
A commercial Russian language entertainment radio channel aimed at a younger
Russian-speaking audience in Lithuania, who wish to be updated on national and
international news. Accessible online.
Neutral.
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Denmark

Denmark is the smallest and the most continental of the three Scandinavian countries. It
has a land border with Germany, a bridge and ferry connections to Sweden as well as
regular ferry services to Norway.

Capital: Copenhagen (1.2 mil. inhabitants)

Area: 42,924 km?

Population: 5,659,715 (2015)

International: Member of EU, NATO, Schengen, UN, WTO, OECD, OSCE, Arctic
Council, NB8

Russians and Russian-speakers in Denmark

The first wave of Russian immigration came at the same time as ex-Empress Maria
Feodorovna (born princess Dagmar) settled in Copenhagen in 1922. The other
immigrants were mainly officers, who fled after the civil war in Russia, and some
businessmen. About 400 Russian aristocratic families lived in Denmark at that time. In
1924 the «Danish-Russian Association» was founded (later known as the «Danish-Soviet
Association») in order to strengthen enlightenment, cultural and humanitarian bonds
between the two nations. Today it consists of five local associations, one in every Danish
region.

After WWII, some Soviet POWs tried to stay on in Denmark, but most of them were sent
back to the USSR. During the post-war period a small number left the USSR with Israeli
visas, but chose to seek asylum in Denmark. A new group came after the break-up of the
Soviet Union, many of them women from Russia or other ex-Soviet countries, who
married Danish men.

Russian speakers by citizenship (1.1.2015)
e Russia: 6640

¢ Belarus: 722

e Ukraine: 8589

Russian speakers by birthplace (1.1.2015)
e Russia: 1804

¢ Belarus: 7275

e Ukraine: 52

e Former Soviet Union: 709

Mapping of Russian language media in Denmark

INTERNET PORTALS

Pycckoe obwectso B flaHuu / Russian Society in Denmark
http://russam.dk/
Owner: Russian Society in Denmark
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This society is concerned with connecting Russian-speakers living in Denmark through
the online platform. The emphasis is on events, entertainment, celebrations, traditions
etc. in connection to Russia. There is a so-called ‘newsfeed’ on the portal, focused on the
events. Not updated regularly.

Patriotic.

®opym o AlaHuum / Forum about Denmark
http://www.ulitka.com/denmark/
A Russian language information forum that provides Russian-speakers in Denmark with
a platform to discuss different topics, primarily lifestyle and religion in Denmark. It is
non-commercial, not concerned with news.
Neutral.

Moptan Russian Denmark / Portal Russian Denmark
http://russiandenmark.com/
Last updated in 2012.

Finland

Finland is the northernmost country in the EU and it has the longest border with Russia
of any EU country. It borders also with Norway and Sweden. Finland has strong links to
Estonia, partly because their languages are closely related.

Capital: Helsinki (1.4 mil. inhabitants)

Area: 338,440 km?

Population: 5,500,000

International: Member of EU, Schengen, OECD, OSCE, WTO, UN, Arctic Council, NB8

Russians and Russian-speakers in Finland

Russians started migrating into Finnish territory in the 18th century, mainly as
labourers on farms or in the forestland. After 1809 about 40,000 Russian soldiers,
civilian workers and some 600 businessmen settled in the Grand Duchy of Finland.
When Finland became independent in 1917, most of the businessmen stayed. Some
military returned to Russia, others fled from Russia to Finland in a new wave of
immigration after the revolution and during the civil war in the early 1920s.
Descendants from these early periods of immigration are called ‘Old Russians’,
numbering today less than 5000. After the dissolution of the USSR, there was a new
wave of immigration, consisting partly of Ingrian Finns and partly of Russian workers
looking for better-paid jobs. In the border regions, many Russians have bought property
and vacation homes.

Russian speakers by citizenship (1.1.2015)

¢ Russian: 30,619
e Ukrainian: 3,026
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¢ Belarusian: 437
¢ Soviet Union: 101

Russian speakers by birthplace (1.1.2015)
® Russia: 12,005

e Ukraine: 1,601

¢ Belarus: 326

¢ Soviet Union (former): 54,742

Mapping of Russian language media in Finland

INTERNET PORTALS

MudopmaumoHHbIii noptan Beé o dunnangum / Information portal Everything about
Finland
http://www.vse.fi/
A portal that mainly provides information in Russian on topics such as advice for
tourists, student-life, visas, work, vacation, sports, and legal advice. The core-readers are
Russians living close to Finland.
Neutral.

NudopmauymoHHbiii noptan / Information Portal
http://www.russian.fi/
Launched: 2002
A Russian language information portal with the character of an online 'community’
platform that provides the opportunity for Russians and Russian speakers in Finland to
communicate, inform, and exchange views on different topics. The portal provides
practical information and also a news bulletin with daily updates from YLE and
«fontanka.fi». It has 10.000 daily users, 70 percent in Finland and the rest, 30 percent, in
Russia and other countries.
Neutral.

NMepesogbl n3 puHcknx CMU / Translations from Finnish media
http://smifinland.ru/
An online news-portal that provides Russian speakers located in Finland with Russian
language translations of Finnish articles from the largest news outlets in Finland:
«Aamulehti», «Helsingin Sanomat», «Iltalehti», «Ilta-Sanomat», «T. Sanomat», «MTV3»,
and «YLE». The translations appear on a weekly basis, however not regularly anymore.
Not updated since June 2016.
Neutral.

®duHckue HoBocTn Ha pycckom / Finnish news in Russian
http://yle.fi/uutiset/na_propagandu_rossii_nado_otvechat_pravdoi/7977182
Owned by the Finnish public service broadcaster YLE; provides an online news platform
in Russian with both a national and international focus. The platform has a news-
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bulletin-service that gives the readers the latest news every hour. All content is provided
by YLE.
Neutral.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Fasera «Hosoctu XenbcuHkn»/ «News from Helsinki»
http://www.novosti-helsinki.com/
Owner: European Values OY
‘News from Helsinki’ is a privately owned Russian language printed and online
publication. Five to six printed issues per year. The online platform is updated four to six
times a month. Contentwise its focus is on society, business and European values, with a
Finnish vantage point.
Neutral/patriotic.

*ypHan «Cnekrtp» / Spektr
http://www.spektr.net/
Launched: 2004 Owner: Spektr Kustannus Oy
Spektr is an independent Russian language monthly physical paper and on the online
website. It is focused on cultural events and entertainment. Occasionally there are
articles on political questions, relations between Finland and Russia etc. The website has
a newsfeed in Russian with content provided by YLE and the City of Helsinki.
Neutral.

Denosas raseta «PUHAAHACKNI TOProBblii NyTb» / Business newspaper «The Finnish
Trade Road»
http://www.kauppatie.com/index_ru.shtml
Launched: 1993 Owner: Wosseno 0Y
FTR is a monthly physical newspaper with an online website supplement; a pdf-version
of the physical paper is also available. The circulation is between 85.000-115.000 with
the concrete aim to ‘cultivate and develop trade relations between Finland and Russia’.
The core-readers are Russian-speakers in business and finance, both in Finland and
Russia. The focus is primarily on business- and trade relations between Finland and
Russia, migration, EU, business-profiles, taxes, and at times culture-related topics. A
newsfeed from YLE Novosti is displayed on the online website.
Neutral.

¥ypHan «Hosble py6exxun» [lenosble HoBocTn CKaHguHasum / «Novye Rubezhi»
business news from Scandinavia
http://www.newhorizons.fi/
Launched: June 1999 Owner: Ostromedia Oy
‘New Horizons’ is a bimonthly Russian-language economic/lifestyle journal that comes
both in print and online. Distributed in the Nordic and Baltic countries and in Russia.
The target group is decision makers, entrepreneurs, experts, members of commercial,
state and public structures of the Northern Dimension as well as businessmen and
politicians who speak Russian language and are interested in economic developments in
the region. It claims to reach more than 80.000 readers. The content covers economics,
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politics, Nordic lifestyle, tourism, practical advice for every-day life, interviews with
interesting people, events of the region, culture and tradition. A newsfeed on Denmark,
Finland, Sweden, Norway, and Iceland is updated once a week.

Neutral.

¥ypHan «Fopoa» Ha pycckom u aHramiickom/ «Gorod» Magazine in English and
Russian
http://www.gorod.fi/
Owner: Art Marketing OY
‘Gorod’ is a privately owned print and web lifestyle magazine in Russian and English
based in Helsinki. It is published four times annually, claims to reach more than 40.000
readers, and is distributed in Finland and across the Russian border during peak season.
The website is updated regularly. The content is directed at younger Russian speakers
living in Helsinki/Finland or Russians visiting the city.
Neutral.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

YLE TV Novosti
Owner: YLE
The Finnish public service broadcaster YLE provides a five-minute daily news
programme in Russian on TV1. The broadcast covers current topics, such as local
Finnish-Russian relations and national news. The latest broadcast is available online on
the Yle Novosti digital platform.
Neutral.

Radio Sputnik — Russian language radio station
http://www.radiosputnik.fi
Radio Sputnik is a privately owned commercial Russian language radio station. It is
aimed at Russian speakers living in Finland, Russian speaking tourists and businessmen.
The range of programmes covers news and different themes such as culture and current
affairs in the capital city. The station can be reached online.
Neutral.

YLE Hosoctu / Radio News in Russian Language
Owner: YLE
YLE provides a daily Russian language radio news summary on YLE Radio Suomi and Yle
Mondo. The core-audience is Russian speakers living in Finland, tourists and
businessmen. The latest edition is also available through the online YLE Novosti
platform.
Neutral.
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Iceland

Iceland is a sparsely populated island located in the Northern part of the Atlantic Ocean
on the so-called Atlantic Ridge between the European and American continents. Iceland
became an independent republic in 1944.

Capital: Reykjavik (122,000 inhabitants)

Area: 102,775 km?

Population: 329,100 (2015)

International: Member of EFTA, Schengen, NATO, OECD, OSCE, UN, WTO, Arctic
Council, NB8

Russians and Russian-speakers in Iceland

There is a small community of Russian and ex-Soviet exiles living in Iceland, enough for
a Russian Orthodox congregation to be set up in Reykjavik. Many of the Russian
speakers are women, who have entered the country via marriage. Cultural relations
have grown and there is an active student exchange between Russian and Icelandic
universities. The first Russian-Icelandic dictionary was published in 1997.

Russian speakers by citizenship (1.1.2015)
e Ukrainian: 152
e Russian: 145

Russian speakers by birthplace (1.1.2015)
e Russia: 364

e Ukraine: 272

¢ Soviet Union (former): 115

Mapping of Russian language media in Iceland
INTERNET PORTALS
UcnaHpgua Ha nopTtane CKaHAUHABUA NO-PYCCKU

http://norse.ru/iceland/
The site is currently not active

Norway

Norway is Europe's northernmost country and it has one of the longest coastlines in the
world. Thanks to the Gulf Stream, all Norwegian ports are ice-free. Norway borders on
Russia, Finland and Sweden. Regular ferry lines to Denmark.

Capital: Oslo (1,232,575 inhabitants)
Area: 323,759 km?
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Population: 5,200,000
International: Member in EFTA, Schengen, NATO, OECD, OSCE, UN, WTO, Arctic
Council, NB8

Russians and Russian-speakers in Norway

Russians have historically settled in the northern parts of Norway as merchants and
fishermen. This was so frequent that the so-called ‘pomor’ culture developed a Nordic-
Slavic ‘pidgin language’ along the Arctic coast, which survived until the early 20t
century. Much of today’s immigration from Russia to Norway is still in the Finnmark
region, mainly Russian women marrying Norwegian men. For a period in the 1990s,
Norway also welcomed asylum seekers fleeing from the war in Chechnya. Since 2009
such applications are generally rejected.

Russian speakers by citizenship (1.1.2015)
® Russian: 11,515

e Ukrainian: 2,872

¢ Belarusian: 662

Russian speakers by birthplace (1.1.2015)
e Russian: 17.,200

e Ukrainian: 4,236

¢ Belarusian: 996

Mapping of Russian language media in Norway

INTERNET PORTALS

Beb-ypHan o Hopseruun (Mocksa-KupkeHec) / Webmagazine about Norway
http://norginfo.com/
Launched: 2014 by «Barents Forlag A/S».
Norginfo is an online Internet portal in Russian with information in the following
categories: ‘Business’, "Tourism’, 'Education’, 'Culture’, and 'Lifestyle’. The content is
rarely updated.
Neutral.

dopym «Pycckui noptan» / «Russisk portal»
http://www.russisk.org/content.php
Launched: 2001
The core idea behind the portal is to connect Russian speakers with each other for
various purposes, and to inform about the Norwegian society. There is a news-feed on
the top page, but it is not updated daily.
Neutral.

®opym Valhalla Hopserua/ Valhalla Forum Norway
http://valhalla.ulver.com/f157/
Launched: 2000
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An information portal in Russian with information from all Nordic countries. The
content is mainly about lifestyle in the different countries, advice on society, culture,
education and tourism. There is sparse activity on the platform.

Neutral.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

MpaBoBoii }XypHan «MpaBa cooteyectBeHHUKoB» (‘Compatriot rights’)
http://landsmann.no/dop/pravo_2016.pdf
This is a legal magazine aimed at Russian speakers in all of Scandinavia providing legal
information and updates. It also offers advice on questions from the readers. The
publication comes out twice a year.
Patriotic.

Sweden

Sweden has the biggest population among the Nordic countries and it is geographically
the third-largest country in the EU. It borders on Norway and Finland and is closely
linked to Denmark (bridge and ferry lines) as well as the Baltic countries (regular ferry
lines).

Capital: Stockholm (1.3 mil.)

Area: 438,574 km?

Population: 10,000,000 (2017)

International: Member of EU, Schengen, OECD, OSCE, WTO, UN, Arctic Council, NB8

Russians and Russian-speakers in Sweden

The first immigration wave of Russians came in the 1920s after the Russian Revolution
and the Civil War. For many of these immigrants Sweden was just a transit country, but
some decided to stay. During WW II, a few thousand Soviet citizens were interned in
Sweden, but only a small number were allowed to stay. During the Soviet period,
immigration was minimal.

After the dissolution of the USSR, immigration has risen, but the numbers are still small.
Less than 1,000 Russians receive Swedish citizenship per year, 2/3 of them women who
have married Swedish men. According to different sources, there are between 9,000 to
18,000 Russians living in Sweden. However, the Russian-speaking community as a
whole is much larger, nearly 90,000 people, including immigrants from other former
Soviet republics (some with Russian as a second language), as well as Russian-speakers
with Swedish citizenship.

Russian speakers by citizenship (1.1.2015)
® Russians: 8,116
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e Ukrainians: 3,641
¢ Belarusians: 1,594

Russian speakers by birthplace (1.1.2015)
® Russia: 19,028

e Ukraine: 6,828

® Belarus: 2,724

¢ Former Soviet Union: 5,815

Mapping of Russian language media in Sweden

INTERNET PORTALS

Hosoctu Coto3a pycckux obuects B LLseunn / News from The Russian Society of
Sweden
http://www.rurik.se/index.php?id=1915&Ing=ru&news_id=5383
Launched: 2003 Owner: The Russian Society of Sweden
The site is run by an NGO for Russian speakers living in Sweden. It provides a newsfeed
through the organisation's Internet portal (also in Swedish). The feed contains weekly
updates on matters primarily concerning Swedish-Russian current and historical
relations, politics, culture and society, as well as reports/reminders of events in
connection to celebrating Russian traditions in Sweden and visits from Russia.
Patriotic.

Hosoctu Wseuunn/Swedish news
http://swedishnews.se/
Launched: April 2016
An ‘alternative media portal’ providing Russian speakers in Sweden with ‘current news
from Sweden and about Sweden in Russian’. The news content is updated on a daily
basis; it is partly original and partly from sources like Swedish Radio, Stockholm
Municipality or other official organs.
Neutral/patriotic.

®opym Lseackaa nanbma / Forum the Swedish Palm
http://www.sweden4rus.nu/
Launched: 2002
The Swedish Palm is an online club/discussion and information portal for the Russian
speaking diaspora in Sweden. The Internet portal displays a newsfeed from Yandex.ru,
which contains hourly updates and links to the bulletin. The content is based on Russian
news- and press/information agencies, but with a Swedish/Scandinavian angle.
Neutral.

Bapar Hosoctu LLseunn u CesepHoii EBponbi/Varjag News from Sweden and Northern
Europe
Launched: 2016 Owners: Irina Merkina and Valery Gorchakov
A newly established online news-platform in Russian language aimed at providing
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Russian speakers mainly in Sweden, but also in the other Scandinavian countries, with
news from this region. The news content is updated on a daily basis, primarily national
news, events or developments covered by other media. There is also original video-
content on topics such as culture and Scandinavian lifestyle.

Neutral.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

Fasera Coto3a pycckux obwecrts B LLseuun B PDF / An electronic newspaperfrom the
Russian Society of Sweden
http://www.rurik.se/index.php?id=24243203&Ing=ru
Owner: The Russian Society of Sweden
The format is closer to a newsletter than a newspaper. Its main purpose is to inform the
members of the Russian Society of Sweden about its activities, but it contains a few links
to news; also available on the online platform.
Patriotic.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

OTKpbITbI KaHana / Oppna Kanalen
https://oksplay.solidtango.com/live /forsta-livesandningen
An online public accessible video-platform, where the Russian Society of Sweden used to
broadcast Russian language programmes.
Not active since 2015.
Patriotic.
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MEDIA COVERING MULTIPLE COUNTRIES

News for Russian audiences internationally

Mapping of Russian language media
Links as of September 2017

INTERNET PORTALS

NewsBalt
http://newsbalt.ru
Launched: 2011 (Kaliningrad) Owner: «Newsbalt».
«NewsBalt» describes itself as ‘an international Russian language information and
analytical portal’ with an aim to ‘accumulate information about the political life of the
nine countries united by a common geopolitical space, the Baltic Sea... from Finnish
Tornio to Polish Swinoujscie, from German Kappeln to the Russian Baltic.’
Patriotic

Pybantuk / RuBaltic
http://www.rubaltic.ru/
Launched: January 2013 Owner: Rubaltic.ru - (analytical portal about the Baltic region)
This portal is interested in the following countries: Russia, Belarus, Poland, Ukraine,
Moldova, Germany, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Finland, Norway, Sweden, and Denmark.
RuBaltic’s main aim is to create a space ‘for neutral reflection over events taking place in
the Baltic region... trying to attract representatives of the scientific community of Russia
and the countries of the Baltic region. External experts and members of the editorial
board of the portal are paying special attention to the Baltic dimension of the post-
Soviet space.’
Patriotic.

AreHTtctBo CnyTHUK / Sputnik
Sputnik Estonia: https://ru.sputnik-news.ee/ (launched February 2014)
Sputnik Latvia: http://ru.sputniknewslv.com (relaunched March 2016)
Owner: «Rossiya Segodnya, RT».
This digital multimedia platform intends to provide an international news service
covering all continents.
The Estonian platform is available in both Estonian and Russian. The stories are covered
from a Russian point of view. The target audience is Russian speakers (as well as
Estonians) living in Estonia and Russian speakers across the Baltics.
The Latvian service, available in both Latvian and Russian, is similar to the Estonian
platform.
Patriotic.

Baltija
Information portal in Russian with national sites:
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Estonian «Estbaltija» http://baltija.eu/ (launched 2009)

Latvian «BaltijaLV» http://baltijalv.lv/ (launched 2011)

The portal serves both as a news and community platform. “The main purpose of
Baltija.eu is to promote unity and ethnic equality of the Russian and Russian speaking
population, the preservation of the Russian language and culture in the Republic of
Estonia. [...]Materials are aimed at the unification of the community, events in cultural
life and the Orthodox World.” The portal is the official information partner of the «FA
Russotrudnichestvo» Foundation of support and protection of the rights of Russian
compatriots living abroad.

Patriotic.

Pocb6ant / Rosbalt
http://www.rosbalt.ru/
A federal information agency with head offices in Moscow and Saint Petersburg.
Represented all over Russia and in neighbouring countries.
Monthly traffic - more than 3,000,000 visitors and 14,000,000 views.
Patriotic.

Baltnews
www.baltnews.ee
www.baltnews.lv
www.baltnews.lt
Launched: Autumn 2014 (registered in Riga, Latvia)
This platform aims to provide an ‘open discussion platform for news-makers and
experts’. The general focus is on national news and international news with the
exception of a few differentiated categories such as «Russians in Estonia» in the
Estonian edition, «Economy» and «Society» in the Latvian, and «Crime» in the
Lithuanian. Updated daily. The target audience is Russian speakers in Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania.
Patriotic/neutral.

MA dnswHopg, / 1A FlashNord
http://flashnord.com/
Founded 2012
The main product of the information agency is a daily newsletter, published in real time.
Subscribers of the agency are regional and municipal authorities, the largest enterprises,
financial structures, other media. The agency supplies materials to the news services
Yandex, Google, Rambler. In addition, FlashNord products are transferred to commercial
information databases in Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States.
The head office of the agency is located in Saint Petersburg, correspondent offices in the
capitals of the subjects of the North-West Federal District, Oslo and Helsinki.
Neutral /patriotic.

AreHTtcTBo HoBOcTel BNS / News agency BNS
http://www.latviannewsservice.lv/ru
Launched: 1990; owned by the Estonian company «Uudisvoog OU».
BNS is the largest pan Baltic news agency with its base in Riga. It provides information
about international news in cooperation with global news agencies such as Associated
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Press, Reuters and AFP. BNS also covers important events in the Baltic region,
publishing more than 1,500 news items per day in Latvian, Estonian, Lithuanian, English
and Russian.

Neutral

LETA Latvian News Agency (LV, RU, ENG)
http://www.leta.lv/
Launched: 1919 (Riga) Owner: «Eesti Media».
LETA is a national information agency that ‘generates reliable and multi-faceted content
and provides custom-tailored solutions for professional information users’. On a daily
basis LETA provides the latest news in textual, photo, video and graphic formats,
prepare analytical business research studies, and offer extensive databases.
Neutral

BanTtuiickuii Kypc / Baltic Course - International Magazine for Decision Makers
http://www.baltic-course.com/rus/
Launched: 1996 (print), 2001 (English language, print) - exclusively online since 2007.
Owner: «Cordex Media SIA» in Riga.
Baltic Course is a business news outlet with content in business, politics, and the
economy in an Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian context. A large part of the English
language news-coverage and articles are translated into Russian. The content is original
with links to sources for the content. BC brands itself as ‘the best route to the region’s
development for the most influential and prominent businessmen and CEOs’.
Neutral.

Delfi News — a regional online media portal
www.delfi.ee, www.delfi.lv and www.delfi.lt
www.rus.delfi.ee, www.rus.delfi.lv, and www.rus.delfi.lt
Launched: 1999 (Russian versions since 2000) Owner: «AS Ekspress Grupp».
Delfi operates on three national platforms and each platform provides a Russian
language entity. The platforms include a news-app updated 24 /7. The content is based
on a wide range of categories: from national news to international politics, business,
economy and opinion; culture, health, entertainment, sports and tourism. ‘The main
mission for Delfi portal is to provide quality and agile news information to the majority
of society.’
Independent/neutral.

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA

AprymeHTbl u ®akrtbl / Argumenty i Fakty
http: //www. aif.ru/
The leading weekly newspaper in Russia with a readership of 6,548,000 people; also the
most popular Russian publication abroad. The newspaper is distributed by subscription
and in retail in 60 countries of the world. «AIF» has the most extensive network of
regional editions: 66 in Russia, 17 abroad.
Patriotic.
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Komcomonbckas npasaa CesepHas EBpona / Komsomol'skaya Pravda Northern Europe
http://www.kompravda.eu/
Launched: 2012 (online edition) Owner: Komsomolskaya Pravda
The editorial content is supplemented with a number of regional (from the Baltic states)
and Russian columnists commenting contemporary matters. The topics cover the
following categories: politics, society, economy, global, stars, health, sport, science and
opinions. The news flow is updated hourly. The target-audience is Russians and Russian-
speakers in Northern Europe and the Baltic States. The politics section is oriented
towards Russian policies and developments.
Patriotic

Fasera CkaHguHasckui auctok / Skandinavskiy Listok
http://www.sclistok.com/
Launched: 1915 (Copenhagen). This publication has a rich history, currently uniting a
team of journalists, who strive to develop Russian culture in the Scandinavian countries.
The publication is supported by a group of Danish and British authors, whose goal is to
preserve the national and cultural identity of the Russian-speaking populations in
Denmark and the other Scandinavian countries. The content on the platform is divided
into the following categories: news, business, culture, technology, and sport. The written
content is original, video content is acquired from other outlets.
Neutral.

Hosas raseta bantua / Novaya Gazeta Baltiya
The regional Baltic version is only available online:
http://novayagazeta.ee/
http://novayagazeta.lv
http://novayagazeta.lt
Launched: October 2015 Owner: Novaya Gazeta.
The content on the platform is from the newspaper’s Baltic reporters and the Russian
editorial office in Moscow. Hourly news-bulletins are available on the site. The
categories include politics, economy, society, culture, investigations, editorials,
discussions. The content is based on sources from information agencies such as BNS,
TASS, Rosbalt, Reuters, RIA Novosti, and internationally from La Nacion, YLE,
Kommersant, The Guardian, Postimees.ee, BBC Russia, the Mirror, Deutsche Welle etc.
The core audience is Russian speakers living in the Baltic region.
Independent.

BROADCAST (TV, RADIO)

Mepsbii 6anTuitckuin KaHan (MBK) / PBK First Baltic Channel
http://www.1tv.lv/
Launched: 2002 Owner: Baltic Media Alliance (BMA), Riga
The BMA TV channels are distributed in commercial networks of digital and cable
operators. PBK headquarters are in Riga with offices in Tallinn and Vilnius. According to
ratings from the BMA, PBK has 4 mn viewers in the Baltic countries. PBK brands itself an
‘information- and entertainment’-channel for the ‘whole family’. It broadcasts content
from the Russian government owned Channel 1 Russia (www.1tv.ru) and ORT. There is
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also original content like national/local news targeted on the Russian speaking
population in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. PBK allows for live/online-transmission in
Estonia, Latvia or Lithuania.

Patriotic.

HTB Bantuka / NTV MIR-Baltic
http://www.ntvmir.ntv.ru
Launched: 2011; NTV-Mir Lietuva 2012; NTV-Mir Estonia 2014. Owner: Gazprom
Media.
NTV-Mir offers programmes with educational content and entertainment, as well as
news, analytical programmes and discussions + Russian movies and TV shows. The aim
is to ‘interest a wide circle of Russian-speaking viewers, regardless of where in the
world they live’. The target audience is Russian-speaking viewers, who will be provided
with ‘a link to Russia, a reliable source of independent information about events in their
home country, be it Russia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, or any of the republics of the former
Soviet Union’.
Patriotic.

RTR- Planeta
Launched: 2002 Owner: Russian Television and Broadcasting Company VGTRK
RTR-Planeta is an international infotainment TV channel in Russian. The channel
broadcasts 24 hours a day in 3 versions with time shifts programming specially adapted
for viewers from Europe, Asia and North America. The signal of RTR-Planeta is allocated
on multiple satellites, which allows transmitting high-quality video and delivering the
channel to anywhere in the world. [...] RTR-Planeta’s schedule is based on the best
programs of RTR’s leading domestic TV channels such as Rossiya-1, Rossiya-K (Russia
Culture), My Planet and others. The most important national and international events
are reflected in the channel’s programming through live broadcasts, thematic films and
special projects. The diverse content attracts viewers of different ages and interests, and
is designed for ‘Russian-speaking compatriots living abroad.
Patriotic.

Pex bantua / Ren Baltiya
http://ren.tv
Launched: 2005 (Latvia), 2008 (Estonia), 2014 (Lithuania)
Owner: National Media Group (Moscow) through the Baltic Media Alliance
Ren TV is a privately owned Russian channel. The contemporary version of the channel
includes programmes in the genres of entertainment, news and analysis. The content is
both originally produced and acquired internationally. REN TV Baltic offers content for
‘a wide demographic and social range of viewers’ with a target audience of Russian-
speakers between 15 and 49.
Neutral.

J3x0 MockBbl/Ekho Moskvy
Ekho Moskvy: http://echo.msk.ru/
Ekho Moskvy Saint Petersburg: http://echo.msk.ru/tags/3540/
Founded 1990. Majority owner: Gazprom-Media.
Available online worldwide.
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Audience in Russia - 46.8 million (2013).
Independent/neutral.
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