
Online hate speech – how do we fight it 
Learn more – visit the Nordic Scene at Helsinki Book Fair 
Saturday 29 at 15h00 and Sunday 30 at 11h30 
 
“I wasn't physically abused, I didn't personally know the men who threatened me on Facebook 
but the threat changed the way I saw myself. I am self-confident, strong and independent. But the 
threats frightened me, made me feel weak and insecure. I started worrying about which signals I 
was sending out and asked myself if I had somehow provoked the rape threat” 
 
Quote from Liljan Weihe, a Faroese journalist, who has been a victim of hate speech. 
 
How do we counter hate, how do we fight hate speech? 
Self-regulation, pluralism in media – and why not through poetry! 
 
The Danish poet Knud Steffen Nielsen had the courage to fight hate speech by poetry. Inspired by 
concrete threats online towards journalists and authors he started writing – an extremely difficult 
task to balance between the risk to turn hate speech into an artistic work and just to repeat the 
online wording. Knud Steffen Nielsen is very careful in the poetry not to cross the line and though 
leaves the readers with serious reflections: 
 

I wanted I suppose at the last moment a little deviation, in that I only imagined the scene, 
mimed what could have been reality without wanting reality. And of the two what was 
reality? Nothing more happened – at least not overtly. 
 

- The freedom to be slim. Fat people should pull themselves together. 
- “If you don’t stop your blogging I will smash your parent’s faces.” 
- The freedom of knowing where somebody lives. “I know where you live.” 

Come and get the full poetry presented at the Nordic Scene, and judge yourself – did he succeed? Is 
it possible to counter hate speech by free speech? 
 
The poets’ pen should give all of us time and inspiration for reflections to create our own tools to 
counter hate speech. It is highly on time to fight the hate and let the human tone thrive. 
 
To comment on the poetry and the topic as such, the Finnish author Peter Mickwitz, Postdoctoral 
researcher at Reseach Centre for Jounalism, Media and Communication in Tampere, Reeta 
Pöyhtäri and Liljan Weihe, news editor at KVF Faroe islands will be on the scene. 
Finally we will present guidelines to counter hate speech. Freelance journalist Heikki Jokinen will 
moderate the debat. 
 
 
For further information contact 
 
Jens Christian Andersen, deputy head at Royal Danish Embassy, Helsinki +358 50 348 0723 
 
Mogens Blicher Bjerregård, president of the European Federation of Journalists +45 27258030 
 


